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TO THE READER. « » 
dexth, thirty lawful emperors, in one hupdred and 80 - 
fifty years, above an hundred tyrants and uſurpers fat... - 
upon the throne, ſeven of whom ended: their Ives in 
" eighteen ; as for thoſe which were virtuous, rx 
at leaſt e, the ſmalleſt attempt that they made 
to reform the army, or then under diſcipline; _— 
was ſure to occaſiba their by the ſoldiers ; who 

or in hope of a new donative or ©: 
the ſucceſſor, flew the preſent p 
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tue perſon ſor whom you have been. ſo acalotis e 
If the deſtruction of the nobility and cf * i 
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aero dvr the prope who maar | 
And this was bis e for the bloody u e 3 
7 thr followed. dough rppey uſed to ſay, that tt 4 
being able to finiſh t public buildings which he hk 9 
begun with ſo much magnificence, nor to fatiafy hx 
I expectations of people with his private eſtate, he 3 
{reſolved to put all things into contuſion, and hang 
Cato had frorn, that if he returned as 2 private pe 
Fon, without his army, he would make him-anfwer tor: 
Inis crimes, before the judges, ſurrounded wich dtrong 3 
| z which ſeems probable by his ſaying after tu 9 
Ibattle of Pharſalia, when he ſaw his enemies run, 
«This is their own doing, I myſelf muſt have been con 3 
amn 8 noble explaits, had I not hege 

1 Wick theſe forces he: . "al 
| carhe- toward: Rome, and brought them to 1 9 

of the Rubicon, a little river m he th 580 1 
Imade a ſtand, ruminating 1 great b 
ay ing to his commanders, Thug E we are fafs, and: 
may return if we pleaſe; but if we paſs this rτ⏑ , 0 9 
Iſhall have nothing to truſt to but our „While "AY 
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bs. "a. —.— but 9 are not yet paſt.” Fires were 
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E= *, Ketoplace at yoon-day 3 Saler Kerben to $, 
* obe of dig beaſts'was found without n 
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ing to che ſenate. W wy hey ng ago dream ſhe 
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355 Fin of the Caſſii ſabes n 

ying hold of his arm, ſtruck 5 

ad endeavouring to riſe, 

he cried out, What, 

and ſeeing ſeveral ſwords 

0 his breaſt; he covered his head wi = - 

this manner received twenty-three — 
A urs. or r as fetch- | 


PT CAR: ad he was 
- home ir in al iter; they once reſolved to throw 


No the river Tiber, but were aftaid of 3 
ih rſt. Bla us alterfrards bu- WW 
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of Cæſar, the Romans might haye yecovered- , 22 
their libertyy if either Cæſar bad left no heit, Wen. 
no children; or rather if Mark Anthony, 2 man 
an unquiet and turbulent ſpirit, had not 
e new troubles ; for he knowing the affection of 
1 to youn 3 — + 
ing the or bis On and ths approack to Rome ts 4 
Iain his inheritance, Anthony, who was conſul, did | 
By decree of ſenate, reſtore Sextys, the ſon'of Poms \ po 
to his blood and honours, hoping, that like their 
| they would diſagree, and fo he might remain 2 
"ord of the whole empire; but Octavius was more 
© Yong -to revenge his father's death than 1 
2 ren that could do him no hurt A e -; 
incec into Rome he declared himſelf 5 24 
ing a ſmall /vetinue, and was ſo — 3 45 
thayahe7- had- gauſe to love him, but not to ſpur * 
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1 | THE HISTORY OF THE 
- then poſeſt of all Colar's etate, in a very modeſt pe. 
tion, who churliſhly anſwered, that he was too 
- young, to take upon him the name of Cæſar, and ſo 
9 ſed him unſatisfied. as we ſhall noy 


, though he took not yet the title, perceivi 
eee — 


| 


2 » but that Anthony unjuſtly 
ſams botk from him and them; which { 
dae rumple, and then 
but bad a curſe ſor Anthony, vowing his de- 


en e rg 


— — - 6 


Z + who they ſuppoſed deprived them of Au- hi 

1 's'donative. During this commotion, Anthony = 

"dot! 

ling 

Dre 

1 a, Ws + while caterprice td. the engaging mo! 

a ng, Were! dunks This ; > Gente Neef 
1 y being equally ſhared, that as che conſuls mi 4. 

os. yt of their defeati Anthony, ne migh ',. Tho 

3 1 the death the conſuls. | Att: 

bt had now a populous army at his fery1ceall-”- the 
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them by promiſes, and paying them the 
Tena then bahn, und made it 
he aſcended the royalty ; thaf 
inning to be ſenſible” of his am 


wa 
— 
*. v0 


TEXE8-83-3-8 £1 


£3 1 
* % »- 


* Py 


TWELVE cAkSA AGS 8 
conſulſhip, which harſh proceedings compelled = 
—— his honour now lying at — ˙ 
- Rome as conqueror, and force the ſenate to 
hie defires ; having gain gained whet he api 


— 
Rrengthening his interefl with — — 
P 


Anthony who was not idle, r 
A — 
formidable, that A t it to join 
wih dem. This triumvirate daniſhed, confiſcated, and 
great numbers of the nobility and com- 
people began to curſe Brutus and Caf 
| they were incenſed againft An 
| yet thought Auguſtus ckcuſable,, who 
rea elf much grieved at this barbarous crucky, 
f Au- which he ſeemed rather to be to than to ad | 
voluntarily; ſo that they continued 3 


all 'eccaſions. Anthony and Auguſtus 
2 of the cry of Rome „ 


againſt Brutus and Caſßus, who-were 


„ 


enreſt, and as ſuddenly forſgok them. — the 
ore accompliſhed man, W 


After this Auguſtus made war” in Italy, and An- | 


ing 
of the 


might * 


migh 


e rvice 


4 


/ were treated by him in the admiral galley f 
yy Jemn- expreſſions of amity paſſed between — 4 the ' 
Berna which ws. Anthony 


# 
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1% | THE HISTORY OP TEE 
tance of Lepidas defeated Sextus's navy, and fled ig- 
t Aſia; where he died. After this victory Auguſtus 
| ing a quarrel with Lepidus, enters fato his 
/ camp, ſeized his perſon, and depriving him of all ho- 
noars, confined him to Rome, he durſt not have been 
fo ventrous if Anthony had heen in Italy; he there- 
fore removed here out of the way, to bring him at laſt 
ints diſcredit and contempt. His dotage on Cleo- 
patta could not but draw him into many inconveni- 


"with her, but being diſagreeable to the ſenate and 
people; and to increaſe their hatred, he read to them 
Anthony's laſt will, in which many of the Roman 
/ provinces were bequeathed to Cleopatra's children, 
wink other legacies prejudicial to the public. An- 
thony likewiſe preferred many bills againſt Auguſtus, 
alledging that he had divided Italy among his own ſal- 
_ Miers, and had not reſtored the ſhips of the republic, 
which he borrowed to make war againft Sextus, &c. 
Npheſe diſcontents made them both reſolved to try 
the fortune of battle; Anthony had .five hundred 
; = high built, rather proper for & triumph, than 
a gh bis land forces conſiſted of twelve thouſand 
: hob, and eighty thouſand foot. Auguſtus had two 
hundred and fifty ſtout men of war, more for uſe than 
© - ofcntation.” Anthony doubted whether it were better 
do engage firſt by ſea or land; but Cleopatra per- 


chonp loſt the day, ſhe might the more eaſily make her 
cſeape by water. Things being ordered for a battle, 
Auguſtus made a moving oratior to the ſoldiers, telling 


driven out of Parthia; he who intended to make 


Anthony is now in her. cabbin, and is not the valiant ge- 
neral he was. Courage then, ſaid he; you have men 
at arms, remember your ancieut valour, and that I 
am Calar, and you are Romans.” The Sight now be- 


efices, neither could this negle& of the Rate, to riot 


| + | ſuaded him to make a ſea fight, hoping, that if An- : 


x them, It was the fame Anthony, who was ſhamefully 


þ -Rome ſubje& to the Egyptians, and ts diſtribute the 
» provinces among Cleopatra and her chambermaids ; | 
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22 THE HISTORY OF THE 
other variety of pleaſubes, to baniſh forrow for their 
| fortner miſeries out of their hearts, 

Having now conquered all his foreign gn, as well as 

domeſtic enemies, and ſettled peace both by ſea and 
land, he ſhut up the temple of Janus, which was al. 
4 ways open in time of war. In the forty-ſecond year 
of his reign, our Saviour Cugisr, the Prince of 
Peace was born, and Auguſtus 2 * 8 — 
ter, dying in the Teventy-lixth year == 

went to enquire of the dracle of JE Apollo at bos, 
ho ſhould ſucceed him in the empire, and received 

this anſwer: An Hebrew child is born, who is ſu- 
_ Prem above all other gods, and hath commanded 

me to retire from this temple, and return to the in- 

fernal ions; gut quietly therefore from our al- 
rs.“ 8 Auguſtus coming home erected an 
altar in e wih this inſeripion, « To the 
> 21 

* 


of God:“ and from that time would 
called Lord. He is — in St. Luke 
22 There cam came an edi from Auguſtus Cæſar, that 
< the worl d (that is, all the provinces ſubje& to the 
| Roman Empire) ſhould be taxed ; for the Romans 
 calledth meds lands of the whole earch. 
- ' Auguſtus was nobly ded end for riches, ho- 
| . * Nours, friends, empire, and fortunate victories, was 
” - almoſt adored, and ſtiled the father of his country. 
| 2 om > +5 gp Bags neg 
- nance, eyes, that no man 
;- conld . which he much 
| j 3 . bim, but by 4 
, ts aſpen 7 as he bad three gran 
Caws, Lucius, and Agrippa; and two Cd 
by e en grippina ; be never dined with- 
out ſitting at the table with him, 
nor — fur be but he carried them along with him. 
Bit chongh he was careful of their education, yet for- 
Hh ers Caius and Lucius both 
in twenty. w months after cach other; the two 
| * the ite and granddaughter, were 7 755 
* b 0 
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again, 
of ſold 
tiently 
callin, 


" TWELVE CAESARS. 23 
exſly wicked and inſamous, fo that he was 
led to baniſh-them ; he often complained of 


lewdneſs, with tears in his eyes, and fetching 1 
ſigh, uttered a Greek verſe to this purpoſe. e. 


0b! that I ner the name of wiſe had knonon, 
Aud without children to my grave had gene. 


As the death of che two former, he adopted hies 
third grandſon Agrippa, whe proving to be of an un- 
rul / and untractable temper, he ſoon turũed him off 
again, and confined him to an iſland, ſetting a guard 
of ſoldiets upon him; and indeed he took more pa- 
ach the death than the debaucheries of his children, 
calling them Excreſcences and Plague Sores. _He 
lkewite adopted Tiberius, his ſon · in- law, and com- 
pelled him to put away his wife, by whom he had ſe- | 
ria ren. and ſhe thea alſo big with child, mar- 
her himſelf, and loved her to the laſt; Hear- 
t one of his daughter's confidents, named Phe- 
be, bad hanged herlcli, he proteſted he had rather have 
been Phebe”s father than falia 's. He was ſenſible of 
the cruel temper of Tiberius his ſucceſſor. ſaying, 
„Oh! unhappy people of Rome, who ſhall be fub- 
ject to ſuch a flow pair of jaws ?”* Alluding to ſomeda- : 
vage beaſts, which vie got the prey in a their fx, 
do not devour them at once, but chew the and 
linger out their pain; intimating the ſecret Re pad 
cruelty of Tiberius : who was fo afraid of thunder - 
bghtning, that he well retire in a vault under 
for bis ſecurity - | 
When. he returned | in triumph to Rome, a TY 
wighs a crow to congratulate him, by ſaying, Lon 
r, conqueror and emperor.” He wo "a 
fee the bird ſo officious, gave his maſter a great ſum 
2 for him; another who had educated a crow _ 
the ſame manner preſented, him likewiſe'to Cæſar, 
| great reward, who only bid him divide 
* given e berween both of * 
codbler 
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Dun, one * Roman Senators had 2 
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1 THE HISTORY OF THE 

cobler altured with the ſame hope of go. ook 

pains to teach another crow to ſay ales wards; 

\ but him a dull ftholar, he uſed to cry out, 

« Alas, I have loſt my labour and my travel; ＋ 

| which Caſar langhed, and gave more for kim tha 

for any of the 

If he heard of a man chat died ſuddeniy, and with. WP” © 
ont pain, be wiſhed himſelf and bis friends might have NM 
fuch an eaſy death. He was choleric by nature, yet Weir! 

could patiently bear a bitter jeſt. A certain countryman Ihe 

_ came to Rome, who, he was told, did very much re- Livia” 


| —— demanding the reward, whereupon 


emperor pardoned him, and gave him his money. 


„gainſt his life, which Auguſtus gaſtus ring overed 
tent for him, * Cimna,” ſaid he, I have given thee 
txice, firſt as an enemy, and as a rebel, and 

give — * che conſulſhip ; let us henceſorth be 

. friends, and do not forget how much thou art obliged 
0 me, for putting ſuch confidence in thee.” Aiter- 

was 12 greateſt friend, both while he 
red, at his death, making Cefar (ole heir of his 
ſlate. The ſenate and people of Rome jointly fa- 
luted him by the name of Father of his Country, be- 
cauſe he governed by love, and nat by fear,. he an 
fwered with tears in Ids eyes, © My honourable lords, 

_L have now attained to the height of all my withes, I 
Aa of the immortal gods, that I may have 
e yours continued to me to my life's 

He was not without vices, being ſecretly envious, 
and openly factious: very deſiroùs to rule, and much 


* to . - He was likewiſe a great adulte ret 
; oy hie 
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hich his friends excuſe, alledging he did it out of rea- 
—_ tate, diſcovering the intrigues of the huſbands 
by + tying with their wives. 
When he was apon his death-bed, he ordered his 
ard and hair to be combed, and his falling jaws to 
be decently compoſed, and then aſked them about 
im, Whether they thought he had ated his part 
well upon the ſtage of the world; if they did, to clap 
their hands in ſign of approbation. Then diſmiffin 
all the company, of a ſudden in the midſt of his wits 
Livia's kiſſes, with theſe words in his mouth he ex- 
ired, Be always mindful, my Livia, of our wed- 
Pck. and farewel. ” He was beloved of the Romans, 
and the Se conſecrated temples to him” in Rome, 
and other famous cities; ahd the common people 
much lamented his death, uſing this expreſſion, We 
may wiſh Auguſtus had never been born, or that he 
had never died. By this one ſpeech he appeaſed his 
tumultous army, young men, Hearken to me an 
old man, whom old men have hearkened unto when 
young.” He won the ſoldiers with gifts and the com- 
mons with proviſion of victuals, and the ſweetneſs of 
1 and peace. He Ka — in the ſeventy-ſixth year of 
4 leaving large legacies to his foldiers, and the 
= of Kine, PORN he was honourably bu- 


2 * did all bind of wickedueſ commit. 
Tone thirfts for blood, and ſhed it without meaſure, 
. In ornelty and Fir Chr taking pleaſure. 
# his reign Jeſus Chrift was crucify? 
Whom he h 7 wr 


* His wife, 1 den, all bit fars = 
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1 whoſe power he 


5 de ſenate; which it is 
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IBERIUS CAESAR, 
THIRD EMPEROR OF ROME. 


HEN Levia, his mother, was with child of | 
him, among other experiments which ſhe uſ- 
, to know whether ſhe ſhould have a boy or no, one. _ 
that ſhe took an egg from under a hen that was; 
ſitting, and kept it warm ſometimes in her d Han. 
ther while in her womans, by turns one after ahbtfer 
f until there was hatched a 5 
notable comb upon his head; and when he was but 4 
aſſured his mother, he 
d one day be a ſovereign prince. v 
publſþ.the death of Auguſtus till the young Ag 
| mentioned was taken off by a certain 


chicken, with a, 


| , who received a war 
ich, whether left by Auguſtus to pre) 
Wurbance, or whether Livia counterſei 
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avoid theill-will of the people, for the matter 
huſhed up, rn 
Aſter this, as he was tribune, he convened the ſe. 
nate, and beginning an oration, ſuddenly ſtopt, and 
\ fetching a deep ſigh, 'wiſhed, that not only his voie 
but his life -alſo- would fail him. Delivering the lak 
 , will andteſtamentof A ęꝑuſtus to be read, ſigned with 
tte hands and ſeals of the ſenators, which began thus 
: - fince by the malice of ill fortune, my two ſons, Caiug 
sand Livius have been ſnatched from me. I do here 
dy conſtitute and appoint Tiberius my heir, to tm; 
. thirds of my eſtate, and to the empire, though he 
. led not to take immediate poſſeſſion of the thing, 
* guards about his perſon, and other marks « 
KK. "St and abſolute power; yet ſo great was hi 
F = r 
peror a time; g his friends, were not 
ſenſihle bow a monſter empire was; and hold 
ing the ſenate in ſuſpenſe with doubtful anſwers, who 
0 on hate There to- perſuade him to accept 
the ſame : ſo that one of the nobles cried out, let him 
e , ve it. And another told him plainly, 
that- others were ſlow to perform what they readily 
= promiſed, but he was flow to promife what he had ab 
K — a_ much ado he aſſumed it, 
was ndergo an _ 
portable ſlavery ; — — but the hopes 
* it one day could have ht he ty to by 
E- which time he did not doubt but honourable 
p- | ——  piry of kis age —— 


| ft to grant him a qu ietus. | 
it ſo long was his fear of 


The reaſon of def 
= dangers from all hands, ſo that he uſed 
= to fay, he held a wolf by the ears. For Clement, a 
ſieryant to Agrippa, had engaged a great number of 
mus to avenge his maſter's death, and the armies in 
4  Nhyricum and Germany were very mutinous, and 
0 3 Would have their pay advanced; at length being freed 
8 * 2 civil ee | 

es 
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titles of emporor and father of his country. He diſ- 
regarded the many libels and ſcandalous reflections that 
were publiſhed againſt him, ſaying often, in a free 
297 mens thoughts and tongues ſhould be free. Hav- 
ing loſt both his ſons, Germanicus dying in Syria, and C 
Druſus at Rome, he retired into Campania, and never 
returned thither again, and very narrowly eſcaped 
from being buried alive : for —_ at ſupper in his 
hall near Ferracina, ſeveral ſtones fell down from the 
roof, and killed many of his gueſts, and ſervants; 
he himſelf being ſtrangely —— He then per- 
formed the ſolemnity of dedicating the capital at 
Capua, and the temple of Auguſtus at Nola, and 
then withdrew into Capra, taking great delight in 
that iſland, it having but one haven, and being ſur- 
wunded with rocks, and a deep and dangerous ſea. 
At this time there happened a tragical accident at Fi- 
dene, where above twenty thouſand people were kil- 
. 
ers 
At this time, Pilate, by letters, informed him of the 
miracles of our Saviour Cats, and that he was ſup- 
poſed of many to be a God, becauſe a ſet, who were 
then firſt named Chriſtians, conftantly affirmed that 
he was riſcn from the dead; whom Tiberius moved 
the ſenate to conſecrate among the number of the 
gods; but they would not admit thereof, that the 
wiſdom and divine power of God, in the doctrine of 
ſalvation, might not need the allowance and commen- 
dation of men. Joſephus, a Jew, and an enemy to 
Qhriſt, ſays, that he was a moſt excellent man, if it 
be lawful to call him a man; that he wrought many 
„and aroſe che dead. Tacitus and Sut- 
two Roman hiſtorians, likewiſe mention his , 
and that he was put to death in the rei | 
1 Tiers Plutarch alſo _ chat in his time, 3 
plainmp, that 2 dead, aud 
e Sur 42 
1 3 | was 2 
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2 was crucified on fifteenth year of his reign, an. 
”. © thefearof loſimg his office under Tiberius, made 
| Jave condemn — he being then dep 
- over the province of Judea, yet he ſoon after loſt h 
office and Cæſar's favour, and fled to Vienna, when 
- living in baniſhment, he killed himielf. John Bapt 
| allo ſuffered death by Herod in his rei 
| Tiberius now being in a corner of the empire, ſ 
cure as it were from the eye of the world, he prac 
+  tifed thoſe vices which he had hitherto hypocritic: 
diſſembled. He grew. a natorious drunkard, at 
| continued one night and two days drinking with Flat 
. cus and Piſo, giving the former the province of ore 
and the other the grrerament of Rome, ſtilin 
$ * in his commiſſions, his boon companiens, and * 
3 guards at all hours. Claudius Gallus, a notori 
old drunkard, invited him to ſupper, which he ac 
c cepted of, upon condition to be waited on at table by 
naked wenches. He preferred a mean perſon to th 
Aueſtorſhip, merely becauſe he drank off his three pit 
, © glaſs of wine at one draught. He contrived apan 
ments at Capræ for his whores and ruffians, wherei 
+ + to act their beaſtial poſtures of luſt, in ſeeing of whot 
De took much delight. He hung his rcoms vid 
8 8 up luſt, and invente 
IN walks, and grotto's, where young pec les 
. - both ſexes protiituted themſelves in — — | 
E nymphs and ſatyrs; and was guilty of one unheard of 
= abomination; namely, to debauch young children, yet 
min ignarance and innocency, calling his littis 
tt; teaching them to play [between his thighs , aus 
3 " Jometimes ng him like infants not yet weaned, ; 
Nile committed ſodomy with ſeveral young bo 
— und unaturally abuſed women of quality; and 0 
4 ee eu 11de would not comply with hi 
brutiſh deſires, would have raviſhed her, but ſh 
E== ring her 22 Awe and 1 
e e ome, | 
"> Auguitus\n a BL will bd Lopuaabedto hem, Fr vr s 
3 4 +:2 : : e A. * 3 
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a fellow whiſpering a dead corpſe, which © 
R | 
knows the reaſon of it; the man rephed, That he 
aſked the departed ſoul to ſignify 10 Augaltud that 
rr for this 
bitter emperor cauſed him to be ſlain, biddmg 
him —— himſelf. There was not a day 
over his head without ſome execution, and he 
ſtrictly commanded that none ſhould mourn for the 
death 2 their murdered relations. He thought ſimple 
death without torture to be ſo light a puniſhment, that 
when any man whom he had condemned made away 
with himſelf, he cried, Well he hath eſcaped me.. 
He uſed to ſay, Let them hate me, ſo they fear me. 
Among other kinds of torments he deviſed that when 
men had drunk y of ſtrong wine; their privy 
| ſhould be tie vp with e ami-alelr | 
bound behind them, fo dead ne pain. ie. 
their urine, they might die of intolerable 9 
anſwered one who requeſted him,. That he q he 
rather be pat to death than to ſuffer long impriſon- 
ment: Thou art not ſo reconciled to me that 1 
ſhould grant thee that favour.” - Becauſe by law vir- 
gins were nox to be ſtrangled, he cauſed them ſirſt to 
deflowered by the hangman, and then executed; 
which he praciled toward the daughter of Sejanus, 
his favourite, whom he adva do the hij . 
an Ana D wenn to be his in- 
eee for accompliſhing his wicked purpoſes, par- 
7 9 ep —— of Germanicus, and ſe- 
erden to Tiberius his n br 


F Cermmanicus left him three gra and-children,. 


l Ws co he va ren 


them, and . 
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provoked them to give him abuſive language, the 
2 condemned Fd te traitors, and he — vr 
them to be cloſe impriſoned, and farved to death, 
Nero killed himſelf to defeat the executioner, but 
Druſus was ſo ftriftly kept from victaale, that he cn. 
deavoured to eat the flocks of his bed. Being dead, 
r pieces, ſo that it 
| 4 rh TR — — and bury 
| 3 Agrippina, refuſing one 
time to taſte — 2 he wo bega her at ſupper, he 
2 enraged thereat, pretending, that it was plain 
| ſhe ſulpected he would poiſon her, who refleRing ſe- 
verely upon his barbarous actions, he ordered her to 
be lathed by a centurion, who ſtrück out one of her 
dees upon which ſhe reſolving to ſtarve. herſelf, he 
5 commanded meat to be thruſt down her tkroat, where- 
v pon ſhe took an opportunity to kill herſelf. No in- 
former of whatever reputation, but what was believ- 
end, and every crime made capital, though only for 
> - [fome indifcreet word, ſome being ſummoned to ſtand 
& their trial, to avoid an infamousſentence poiſoned chem] 
bY _ Others ſtabbed themſelves in the open court. 
. their hands were bound up, and they were 
dran about the ſtreets with hooks in their throats, 
_ and; thrown down the Gemonian ſtairs ſrem ſuch a 
Wn that reſently expired: thus twenty were 
+ ſerved in one day; among whom were ſeveral boys and 

women, , 

By feb cruel actions as theſ he became hated by 
a” men, and numerous — were heaped upon 
_ kim from all parts; yea, condemned malefacors at 
dheir deaths, accuſed him as guilty of the worſt of 

dier Bux after all, he was moſt ſeverely trea 
by Artabadus, king of Parthia, who. ſharply us 
; manded him for his parricides, murders, ers, ſupine no- 
ene, 1 uchery, adviſing lm in a ſriendly 
"way, to on executioner, for ſatisſying the juſt 
' -mulignation of the people. At he grew hate- + 
* aud a an _ to (rants capes "no 
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un ſhort the ſum of all his miſery : 4 Moſt reverend 
fthers/? ſays he, What, or in what manner ſhall 
I write unto you? Or rather at ſuch a time what ſhall 
I not write unto you? May the confound me, 
and puniſh me worſe than I they daily do, if 1 
know what to write to you.” The whole time of his 
retreat from Rome to Caprez, he endeavoured to re- 
turn to the city twice, once in his barge as far as the 
but commanded his guards to ſtand all a. 
ng by the banks of the river, and but twice he came 
vithin ſeven miles of the town 3 and having ſeen it at 
this diſtance returned, occaſioned as it is thought, by 
an extraordinary accident. He took delight in a dra» 
gon which was brought tame, and at that time 
calling for it to feed it, he fouud it devoured by a neſt 
of ants, which he judged to be a ſufficient waraing to 
- m the hands of the common 


he was taken ill at Aſtura, where to diſguiſe his in- 
difpofition and weakneſs, he encountered with a 
dear in the Arca, and flew him with his darts; but 
over-beating himſelf in the exerciſe, he was ſtruck 
with a pleuriſy ; yet he continued his daily courſe of 
life in great entertainments and other public delights, 
partly out of intemperance, and partly diſſimulation. 
ing in the ſenate's journal, that ſome perſons 
whom he had accuſed, he had not particularly Ggnt- 
fied their crimes ; he took it as an inſupportable con- 
t, and reſolved to revenge it if he could once 
again get to Caprez ; but being hindered by ſtormy - 
his weather, and his diſtemper increaſſhg, he breathed 
laſt at the country houſe of Lucullus, in the ſeventy- © 
eighth year of his age. Some think Caen os - 4 
hs ſucceſſor, gave him poiſon that wrought ſlowly on 
im: others, that they would not allow him to eat any 
thing, and that he was ftifled with a pillow. Finding 
on eerie pony intro bony | 1 
6 he recovered out of it, he enquired for it, ant! 
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4. " THE HISTORY OF THE 
put it again on his finger, and graſping his left hand 
. Cloſe, he lay without any ſenſe or motion, then on a 
_ fadden (faith Seneca) 3 himſelf, called ſor 


His attendants ; appearing, he roſe ont of 
his bed, and, his failing him, died on the 


The r at his death, 
that they congratulated one another in the open ſtreets, 
Some crying out, To the river Tiber with Tiberi- 
us: others making their prayers to the mother of the 
gods, and the infernal ſpirits, that he might be allow. 
— no place but among the wicked. Some were ſor 
8 his body with hooks, and throwing it down 
Gemonian Stairs, being provoked by his former 
r particularly from an inſtance which then 
' Happened: he de had 1 a deeree, that no perſon con- 
.  demned ſhould be etecuted till ten days after his ſen- 
tence: now it happened that very day the news came 
e Tiberius 's death, execution being ordered to be 
done upon ſome criminals, they petitioned for a re- 
granted, becauſe Caligula was 
abſent, they were put to death by that decree, which 
$ _ exaſperated the people againſt him, as if death could 
not put an end to his cruelty. They would have burnt 
2 his body in the theatre, and made a triumph of it, but 
e ſoldiers t him to Rome, where he was bu- 
ried with the uſual ſolemnities. He reigned twenty- 
ad, and after our Saviour's 
Eg, years and eleven months. 
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2 of 47 22 ter med him their happy Sovereign Lord, I che acc 
Bu quickly finding him degenerate | I iy belon 
* Into a 20K 4 ha him 2 and late. FA dea 
"hy his uncle did 'Foreſee | trivance 

a plapue to the people he would le: E the new 

d if he Could attain 2 own defire, Jeomma 

25 Phaeton, would ſet the world on fire. Inouſiy 

He told the ſenate, that he laught to think, empire 

1 +" He rould have all there Hyvats ext woith a wink, reat | 

Ad uiſt'd the people all one neck, that Idearing 
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CAIUS'CALIGULA, 


FOURTH EMPEROR OF ROME. 


g ERMANICUS was the father of Caius Cali» 

| J gula, and the ſen of Druſus by Antonia, niece 
to Auguſtus. He exceeded the reſt of mankind in 

I the accompliſhments of body and mind, and extreme- 

Ih beloved by the people far juice and n 
his death was univerſally imputed to the ſecret con- 
trivance of Tiberins, who hated him, becauſe — 

dhe news of Auguſlus's death, the legions whieh he 
gommanded in Germany rejected him, and unani- 
Inouſ offered - Germanicus the government of ha 
_Jempire :. he died of a flow diſcaſe, and there was 
l. ou 1 he wor poiſoned; and che Romans 
bearing of his death, calt ſtones at the images | 
their gods, — 3 A: 
rried Agrippina, the daughter 
and had by ber nine — ben 
þ d young, aud — ſurvired him, — Dew: 
„ and aus Caligula; the to firſt were branded 
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"48 THE HISTORY OF THE 
enemies to the empire, and were by his order ſtaryed 
to death, as aforemagaationcd ; ſo chat Caius ſuccceded 
to the government. 

The ſirname of Caligula was given him in ſport in 

the camp, where he ſerved as a common ſoldier, and 
12 familiarity with them became a great 3 of 
e army; inſomuch, that when, upen the news <> 
the death of Auguſtus, they fell into a raging mutiny, 
we ſight of his perſon only calmed their madneſs. Ti 
berius was very ſuſpicious that he had ſome deſign a- 
| ainſt his lite, and he had his agents privately near 
% to obſerve all his words and actions, but they 
could never accuſe him of the leaſt diſreſpect to him, 
 — ſo that it was a uſual ſaying, never was a better ſer- 
_ want, nor a worſe mafter. Yet he could not conced 
ais cruel diſpoſition, and delighted to ſee'the cruel exe 
85 <ution of offenders. He ſpent the night in brothd 

'* 


: houſes, and dancing, ſmging, and other allurements: 
all which Tiberius winked at, in hopes the ſavagene 
of his nature might be, ſoftened by theſe effeminate 
23 - , Exerciſes: yet the old man — ſo much of bi 
temper, chat he often ſaid by way of prediction, That 
Caius lived to his own and the ruin of all mankind 
and that he bred up a  water-ſerpent to ſuck the ble 
f the Romans, and {Phaeton to ſet all the world c 
fire. He loſt his Junia, in child-bed, and afte- 
wurd courted to his adulterous embraces, 'Nevia, 
wie of Marco, captain of the Pretoffan guards, pr 
1 3 - lng: her marriage under his hand and ſeal, it bs 
obtained the empire, by which means he infinuate 
A into Marco's aBions, and had the opporti 
"nity do approach Tiberius upon his death - bed, and iti 
* 2 adminiftered poiſon to him inſtead of a c« 
dial t as he by gaſping, he commanded his ring to b 
ken off 8. t finding the emperor makt 
oe 3 he drew the pillow from undi 
His head, and clapping it to his mouth, held it the 
e ind and one of'Tiherius's ſe: 
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mediately hanged up. This is the account that ſome 
authors give of his death ; not was it thought impoſ- 
ſible, ſince ſome poſitively affirmed, that ke him- 
ſelf uſed to boaſt among his friends, that to | 
the death of his mother and brothers, ke entered Ti- 
ius's bed- chamber as he lay faſt afleep, with a dag- 
ia his hand ; but that moved with compaſhon, he 


ſtarved 
ccceded 


ſport iq 


ier, and , h 
purite of theathed the weapon and returned; and that Tihe- 
news of rius though he was ſenſible of it, neither durſt ; 


a=®y inquiry about it, nor endeavour a revenge.” © 


mutiny, 

eſs. II. Thos ke obtained the empire according to the wiſh | 
leſign 2. of the people of Rome, and of all the provincial and 
tely neu ſoldiers, moſt of whom had known him from his youth; 


but they but he was more eſpecially dear to the Roman citi- 
t to him zens, and commons, of thair affcRon to the memory 
etter ſer· of Germanicus his father, and their compaſſion for his 
t conceul almoſt extinguithed family, calling him their Fyther, 
rue! ere Prince, Happy, Great, Pious, their Darling, and their 
| brotha Toſter Child. he himſelf alſo increaſed their fondneis 
rements: by all manger of populaP inſinuations: he ſpoke the 
vageneſ funeral oration of Tiberius with tears in his eyes, and 
Feminarel} buried him with the golt magnificent pomp : he made 
ch of hu Claudius, his uncle, by the father's ſide, colleague. 
with him in the conſulihip : he adopted his er 


„ % Tha 
iankind Tiberius, and called him prince of the youth. In re- 
he ble ference to his three ſiſters, Agrippina, Druſilla, and 


world o Licillia, he made theſe words to be added to the caths . - 
ad ate: of allegiance taken by the ſoldiers, * Neither do leſteem 
via, th myſelf nor my children more dearly than Cains pe 
ds, pre bis ſiſters :” he puþliſhed a general pardon for.all.con- 

al, it H demned or banithed perſons, and all records and in- 
finuatel| formations lodged in court againſt his mother, and his 
zpportsl brothers, he burnt publicly without reading them, to 
and it i free the witneſſes from all futurt fears: he ordered 

f a cu _ thoſe vile wretches who invented monſtrous poſtures 


in copulation, to be tied np in ſacks and throum into 


ng to b 

Bag + the ſea: he twice diltributed t ſums of money 

m unde to the people; and had 8 acted, ſametimies in 
1 | 2 h 69,8 
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miles and fix hun 


4 , 


2 tanned bb own 


. L. cg what follows i is the ſtory of a monſter. Firſt 
0 he aſſumed ſeveral firnames { as, the father of his 


the night, with torches, ſending little baſkets of ſweet⸗- 
meats to all the ſpectators. 

But the moſt remarkable of all his ſpectacles was 3 
number of boats built on purpoſe, which being chain. 
ed two and two er, he nr its Ae 
gth, covered 
earth between Baia and the 2 of Puteoli, 
Naples, over which he paſſed one day, mounted upon 


x gs richly capariſoned, 1 with a garland 


oaken leaves, a battle-ax in one hand, a et on 


the other, and an imperial mantle of gold thrown 


over his ſhoulders. The next day he paſſed over again 


In the habit of a charioteer, in a little chariot drawn by 


two ſtately courſers, attended by his guards, and ſe- 
veral friends in gicSous calaſhes. Some ſay the rea 


® Jon qe mighty enterprize was occaſioned by an ex- 


gn of Toraſillus, a great aſtronomer, whom when 
was in doubt whom to make his heir, being 
grand-child, he affirmed that 

impoſſible for Caligula to be emperor, as for 
Nm to ride on horſeback over the bay of of Baia: which 
-, Caius having heard of, reſolved v make void his pre- 
— Rs this bridge are viſible to this 


bridge over the Hellefporn, u. near Conſtanti 
ich was not much narrower than this paſ- 
likewiſe, finiſhed ſoreral palaces begun by 
is and others. 


dete and many vcher a ions looked ſomewhat like 


the grrateſt and molt'pious Cæſar: he fat at 
. his on palace, between the images of 
and Pollux, to be adored am his brother 
thoſe which paſſed by: he erected 2 
his own divinity, wherein was placed his 


8 | arue in gold, which was every day clothed with the 
ane robe * to wear, He reported that 


Yi, Of 


his 
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his mother was inceſtuouſly begot by Auguſtus, upon 
his daughter Julia: he is thought to have poiſoned his 
wife Antonia, and commanded his innocent brother 
Tiberius to: be murdered without the leaſt provoca- 
tion: he compelled his wife's father, Silenus, to cut 


tending him when he'embarked in a tempeſtuous ſea- 
ſon ; and ſpared his uncle. Claudius, (who ſucceeded 


commerce with all his three ſiſters. Cæſoria, who 
was neither handſome nor young, he married, though 
another man's wife, and was dy the mother of 


y and conſtantly, that ſhe oiten rode by his 
fide with her horſeman's coat embroidered, her buck- 
ler and helmet, and he frequently ſhewed her ſtark - 
naked to his favourites : he had a daughter by her, 
whom he named Julia Druſilla, who by her natural 
cruelty appeared to be his owh ; for being yet a child. 
no ſport pleated her ſo well as to, poke opt the eyes 
and rend the mouths of her play-fellows with her 


fingers. 


boys at the ſide of his calaſh. Others he privately 
murdered.” Being diſturbed by the noiſe of the people, 


plays, he ordered them to be baſtinadeed, which was 


the feeding the wild beaſts to be chargeable by reaſon 
we {carcity of carrion, he cauſed ſeveral condem- 
mee perſons to be ſet in a row before him ono the 


| - * 7 8 
"7 * dE od , . 
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his own throat with a razor, charging him for not at- 


him) only to make ſport with him: he had carnal . 


three daughters by another man, whom he loved ſo 


who had taken up their places in the Circus to ſee the 


done with that violence, that twenty Rowan knights, 
and as many ladic: were crouded to death. Finding 


As he was barbarous to his own family, ſo he was © 
m0 leſs cruel to others. Imy, the ſon of king Juba, | 
bis couſin german, and Macro, with his wiſe Ennia, 
the two main iuftrumentgs of advancing hun to the 
empire, he put to death. Nor did he thew leſs reve- 
rence to the ſenators, e to run like ſoot- 


* 


ordered the han to kill them M. Which 
rr 


„ THE HSSTORY OP THE 
he ſaw executed with much pleaſure, and their bodies 
were given to the beaſts: be end condemned many per. 
ſions of good quality, whom he charged with capital 
 - _ offences, to fight with wild beaſts, or to be ſawed a- 

", under in the middle: he would compel parents to be 
preſent at the execution of their ſons, to one of whom 
| that pretended ſickneſs he ſent his calaih to fetch him, 
Another, after the bloody maſlacre of his ſon, he in. 
7 yited to ſupper, and excited him to mirth and jollity, 
A perſon being recalled from baniſhment, he aſked 
* him how he ſpent his time, who in flattery anſwered, 
A prayed continually to the that Tiberius mi 
die and you might — Upon that, believing 
all the exiles prayed for his death, he ordered all of 
them in the illands throughout his dominions to be 
Put to death. 

Ar a ſplendid feaſt he made to che conſuls * ſena- 
tors, he ſuddenly fell into 2 great laughter, his yueth 
efiring to know the reaſon of it, he told them plain. 

t he could not but laugh to think that it was 

B 8 85 power, with one ſingle nod of his head, to have 
. their throats 2 As often as he kiſſed his wife' 
or miſtreſs's neck, h 7 this fair and beautiful 
8 can I cut off F en L pleaſe : he threatened hi 
5 wife Ceſonia, that he oy put her on the rack to 
make her conſeſs the reaſon he loved her ſo violently, 
© Upon the dedicatipn of his famous bridge at Puteoli 
be invited a 2 great number that ſtood qq the ſhore to 
* come to him upon it, and on a ſudden cauſed them u 
be A chrovn inta the fea, and thoſe that endeavoured 
.$o!fafs themſelves he commanded the ſcamen to beat 
EN with . their-oars. Being once highly offended 
with the commons for favouring the contrary ſation 

"4 Fe this, E would to the gods (cried he) that the people 
3 e but one neck, that I might chop ti tem 
$ gn blow blow :” a ſpeech fitter for an hang man 
„ cror: he complained that 3 was 
3 3 wald Toon be forgotten becauſe of d 
% „ eee things under 
n. 
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r bodies | and would often wiſh, that che 4 7 
| capital famine, Gre, or earthquake might WOES | 

awed a. markable to poſterity. 2 
ts to be When he was at his recreations, or ſometimes at 
f whom ner, he cauſed innotent men to be put upon the 
ch him. and others to have their heads off, which he bes > | 


- '7 9 


he in. held with the utmoſt pleaſure ; he would not ſuffer : 

| jollity, WM any to be put ta death — but to be firſt tor - 

e ale mented, that they might feel themſelves die, and en- 
ſiwered, = the pain of a lingering death: he uſurpedthe name 
mi of a god, and commanded his ſubjects to adore him. p 
ng His cruelty (faith Dion) was not imputed to his fa- 

{ all cher or mother, but to his cruel nurſe, who anointed 

sto be her nipples with blood, Sung, him to ſuck it, for 

| which he had always an inſatiable defire ; ſo that after 

d ſeng} ¶ Ming committed ſome murder, he would lick off the 

; guekts en his ford or dagger he was the moſt pro- 

plain. gal fpendthrift in the world: he bathed in coltly 0- 0 
it was Keriferous oils, and feund out the moſt prodigioue 

o have MW fort of diet for bis entertainments that ever was in- 

; wife's ff Yeated ; he drank unyaluable pearls diſſolved in vine- 
autiful 2 and ſet bread arid meat overlaid with leaf-golt- - 
ved his his gueſts : he ſcattered. from his palace conſi- 
ack u derable ſums of money among the people for ſeveral 
lenthy, together: he built veſſels of cedar-w with 


uteoly, 
Ore do 


n inlaid with jewels: 
| had bathing rooms, n to dine 
in A cabbins were planted vines and erte. 


oured nder whoſe ſhade he ind himſelf, ha 1 
ben 4 fort of vocal and inſtrumental muſic: = 4 
endei I NWantains in tempeſtuous ſeas ; digged ways + 7 
ion ard rocks; and without conſidering the exPence, 
ed the attempt whatever was not thought impob- 
rr 
ven millions and an half. 

bad a horſe called Incitatus. for. hich hobaiſe * 
ſpar ſtable, and an ivory manger, cloathed 
eee 
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furniture for antertaining thoſe that were invited to a 
feaſt in the horſe's name, and it is ſaid, pretended to 
make him a conſul. There were found in bis ſecret 
% cabinet two beoks, one he called his ſword, and the 
other his op containing the names of thoſe perſons 
_ © 'whom he deſigned for laughter : he had likewiſe 2 
long cheſt furniſhed with all ſorts of poiſons ; which, 
after his death, being ordered by Claudius to be 
thrown into the ſea, inſected and poiſoned the water, 
fo, that many fiſhes died, and were thrown upon the 
ſhore ; he threatened to be reyenged upon Jupiter, if 
dae fuffered it to rain, while he was expoſing his ſhews 
in the open air: he was fo deſpicably fearful, that 
upon the leaſt flaſh bi lightening, or clap of thunder, 
be uſed. to wink hard with his eyes, and wrap up his 
E head in his gown; but if the ſtorm was extraordi- 


under it, and being in Sicily, he was fo dreadfully 
» terrified with the burning and roaring of mount Etna, 
that he would not ſtay till day-ligh, but ran away 
* gon Meſſina in the night, ſo atfrighted as if he had 
bpeen purſued with a legion of infernal ſpirits. 
© © - Flis countetiance was naturally ſevere, which he en- 
+. deavourcd to render more terrible by art, by addi 
all the ſymptams of dread and adrightment.. It 


* 
- 


ed him of his ſenſes, and made him almoſt mad, be- 

ing toxmented for want of ſleep, never ſleeping above 
(three hours in a night, which was difturbed with 
* ' troubleſome dreams and viſions ; ſo that he ſpent the 
night in much diſorder of mind. Sometimes fitting 
up in his bed, at other times getting up, and running 
p er one her to _ covey.) for day-· light by; 
8 rolxed to have murdered thoſe legions 


s that mutinied after the death of Auguſtus, 
|... corkſting of ſome thouſands of ſoldiers, and was hard- 
4, by reftganed from-doiry it: his extravogancies made 
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+ his neck, allowing him a houſe, attendants, and coſtly 


= © © nary, hg yould ſtart out of his bed, and hide himſelf 


4 was thonght his wiſe Cæſonia bad given him a love 
potien to keep him conſtant to herſelf, which depriv- 


TWELVE cara 


him lay heavy heavy taxes upon his ſubjects, and uh 
F to deprive 
people of their eſtates; ſometimes upbraiding 


aſhamed to be richer than he, aud diſtembled a kind 
of grief, that he was obliged to ſtrip the 3 
laces of their richeſt ornaments and 


wr py many — 
og! the world of ſuch a public 
the diſcovery of two e while re 
ed for want of unity, there were two perſons 
that imparted their deſign one to another, and per- 
_ it, not without 

e Pretorian guards, 
ing accomplices in a former conſpiracy, though falſe- 
der, Ih, yet they thought Caligula hated them; for one 
) his Ay drawing his ſword in their preſence, he made u 
"di- I deep proteſtation, that he was willing to die, if they 


nſeli Fthought him worthy of death, which was a fi inti- 
fully mation that they lay under a mortal jealouſy, When 


tna, ¶ they had agreed upon the tine and place; which was 


way to attack him as he came at noon from the Palatine 


had plays to go to dinner, Caſſius Chzrea, a tribune of 


Pretorian cohort, deſired the honour of being the firſt 23 
en- aggreſſor; who being ancient, Caligula uſed to mock. 


ns and ſcoff at him upon all occaſions. In the way he 
t was to paſs by, an apartment where ſeveral yauths 

lot noble quality were linging his praiſes, and while 
mv- be was talking to them, Chzrea came behind him, 


be- and drt Garen d. g.. Fend wheh 
ove word, u theſe words, hoc age, Mind this, which 


words were uſed by the Roman roagiltrates when they 
the reads to offer ne) this h 


ting che ground, whe ovelling and gathering 

wing [up his limbs; while he abu i pF cried, che — 3 
rht : the reſt of the conſpirators came in and-finiſhed the. 
56 uo: ; with no leſs than thirty wounds, Tor'the work 
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with covetouſneſs, and wondering that they were not 


wiedge of the officers | 
being ſuſpected of be- 


os fling him , 5 


— * a 


a K | . 
, | * 

— 2 
: N 


46 THE. HISTORY OF THE | 


2 + them was repete, At him again, and ſome thruſt 
tr ſwords through his ſecret parts. Upon the firſt 
\ Noiſe of the tumult, his litter-men came to his reſcue, : 
and likewiſe the German guards, who flew ſome of 
the conſpirators, and ſome ſenators who were alto. 
| ignorant. He lived twenty-nine years, and 
reigned only three: his body was burnt by his ſiſters, 
who were now returned from baniſhment, and his 
aſhes , preſerved ; and till that was done, there was 
every night terrible diſturbance, .and phantoms. 

There were ſeveral preſages of his death. Coming 
to conſult the aſtrologer 85 about his nativity, he 
aſſured him his end was near at hand; and being bid 
to beware of one named Caſſius, who was procomul cf 
Aſia, and altogether irI08nt, A that Chz- 
rea's name was alſo Caſſius: he likewiſe dreamed the 
day before that he was in heaven, ſtanding by Jupi- 
ter, who with a ſpurn of his foot kicked him down to 
. the earth : his wife Cæſonia was killed the ſame time 
- by a centurion, and his infant daughter had her 

*brainf” daſhed out againſt- the wall: he died about 


/ * after the birth of Cars. 
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FE ch dius 8 a dull imperious Prince 
A. both his xwords and adtions did evince: 

Fe thou ght Himſelf learned and wiſe to be, 
- Tet all way folly and ſtupiſlity. 


| x 9 . tad 2 them torn in pieces with delight, 


a. A fatal fury of his blobdy mind. 
* But as by poiſon he did many ſlay, 


4 1 by prin ond te & tk 


Indocent men he made with beaſt to fight, 5 
is wife, hi; brethr-n, foſters, all did find. 


he alce 
miraci 
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CLaupivs DRusus Carsan, 
FIFTH EMPEROR OF ROME. 


FTER the death of Caligula, the conſpirators 

did not delign any perſon to ſueceed him, but 

the ſenate univerſally reſolved to recover their ancient 
liberties, and that the memory of the Cæſars ſhould 
be aboliſhed, and the temples dedicated co them laid 
in aſhes. And here it may be obſerved, that all the 
Cxſars, whoſe firſt names were Caius, came to an un- 
timely death by aſſaſſination, begianiag from him who 
was murdered in Cicero's time. Claw-hus conſumed 
the greateſt part of his life in the midit of a multi- 
tude of indignities and alfronts, which he ſuffered on 


all hands. At length, in the fiftieth year of bis age, £4 


he aſcended the imperial throne, by a chance almoft 
miraculous. For being tut out among the reſt of 


the croud by the conſpirators againſt Caligula, un- 
der pretence the emperor deſired to be pnvyate ; he 
r= after being terrified upon the report of the mur- 
into a chambetg bf eafement Gverhead, and 
gings, thinking he was ſe- 
e a common ſoldier, accidentally ſecing his feet. 
"Wrelolved to diſcover who was there, and knciting hun, 
aſter he had drawn him out, ready to die for ferr, and 
Jaluag upon his knees to beg his life, ſaluted fim em- 
perot,” From thence he led him to his fellow. al licrs, 


fhpt 1 
ſelf behind the 


wha were all unreſolved, and in a hurry and vonfu- 


6 
WE: 


n however they put him into a litzer, ſeare* no- 
in what they did; and —— 7 * by 


2 | 
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. fled, they took him by turns upon their ſhoulders, ant 
5 ited him away to the camp, ſad, dejected, an | 
m irembling, and pitied by the people as ſome innocent 
perſon hurried to execution. 
1 Being received within the trenches, he ſat up al 
night among the ſoldiers in the court of guard wit 
little hopes and leſs affurance : for the conſuls, wit 
the ſenate, and city cohorts had poſſeſſed themſelves 
of the forum, and the capitol, with a reſolution, as 
have faid, to reaſſume their ancient liberty; and he 
hauimſelf being ſummoned by the tribune of the peopl 
to give his aſſent to ſuch decrees as ſhould be made, 
returned anſwer, that he was under a forcible re 
ſtraint, and could not attend. But the next day the 
ſenaſs growing cool, their hearts failing in the proſecu 
| tionÞpt their deſign: and the ſtarting of ſome difficul 
ti auſing diſſentions among themſelves, they were 
ble to withſtand the clamours of the ſurrounding 
jtude, who eried out for a ſingle perſon, ant 
jus by name, they then broke up the afſembly 
hich, Claudius ſummoned their armed ſoldie 
to r, and received their oaths of fealty, beſtowY* 
ing oF them a donative, amounting to about three 
8 mung a man; the firſt time that ever the 
purchaſed the fidelity of ſoldiers with money. 


Livia, when ſhe was married, was big with child toff* 
+ - Avguitus, within three months after was delivered 0: 
Druſius, the father of Claudius Cæſar, and it was 


ſhrewdly ſuſpected, that he was begot in adultery b. 
bis father-in-law. THis mother Antonia, would ofte 
call him a monſter of a mai not fully perfected by na 
P, tures and when the upbraided any oue for blockith 
net and [inpidity, ihe would fay, he, was a greate 

- Jot than her fon Claudius: his grandfather contemn 
end him, and fent kim fi: rcprimands : his fiſte 
TLacilla hearing he would one day be empgror, la 
mented che milerable condition of the Roman people 
yea, his great uncle Auguſtus had ſuch a lender ori 
noion of him, that he judged him deprived ad mai 
ed both in hi 1 * mind: having ao hopes 0 
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ment at court, he retired into a country vill 
in Campania, keeping company with a ſort of de- 
bauched fellows ; ſo that he was now reckoned not 
aly a drone, but a drunkard. 

Notwithſtanding all theſe defects he was declared 
emperor ; and being fixed in the empire, the firit thing 
he did, was to abolſh the memory of the two days 
which were ſpent in conſultation by the ſenate about 
altering the form of the government, and publiſhed 
am act of oblivion for ever, for all things ſaid and act- 
ed at that time, which lie moſt religiouſly obſerved ? 
he refuſed the title of emperor, and flighted all ſu- 
perfluous honours : he recalled none from baniſhment 
without the leave of the ſenate : he was afſiduouſly 
preſent in hearing cauſes, as if he had been one of the 
counſellors, and was preſent at the games and ſhows, 
approving with his hand and voice what he thought 
was commendable; By thoſe and many other familiar 
practices he won the favour of the people; inſomuch 


to G ia, they ran about the ſtreets in diſtraction, c 


5 


8, till they ſaw him return in ſafety. In 2 g 


and determining cauſes he was very inconſtant, ſome- 


times conſiderative and circumſpect, and at other times 
impertinent, and add as a man diſtracteld. 

A woman diſowning her ſon, and the proofs againſt Z 
her being very ſlender, he adjudged ſhe ſhould marry 


the young lad, and thereby brought her to ann q 


ge what ſhe ſo ſtifly denied: he always gave judg 

ment for thoſe that were preſent againſt the 
party, not regarding whether it werꝭ out ce 
or contempt. In one cauſe he 8 judgment out 
of bis pocket · book, that he was of the ſame opinion 
of thoſe who had ſpoken the truth. The lawyers 


would frequently abuſe his patience, and calt him 
back, top him, and hold him by the gown, or Hobs... 


when he was going off the bench. one of the 
had the impudence to reproach him to his face, 3 


xing, 9 And thou art an old dottard, and a fool to 


E 2 boot.“ 


the ſoldiers as traitors, and the mn as parri- 
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t when it was reported he was murde od in bang 3 
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THE HISTORY OF THE 
* A Roman knight being wrongfully accuſe 
ſonie impudent trumpets of nnnatural obſcenit 
with wemen, finding the em inclined to believe 
their teſtimonies, upbraided him with his folly and 
dullneſs, and threw his table-book and a ſharp ira 
pen at his head with ſuch force that it made a great 
wound in his cheek. One accuſed of laying violen 
bands upon himſelf, was forced to put off his clothes 
to convince Claudius he was unwounded. 
He publiſhed twenty edicts in one day, one that 
fince it was like to be a plentiſdl vintage, the people 
ſhould have their tubs well pitched. Another to in- 
form them, that there was no remedy ſo effectual a- 
„ the biting of a viper as the juice of yew-trees. 
It is reported that he intended to publiſh an ediR, that 
for the future it ſhould be no e to break wind 
backward, though with a crack, and even at dinner, 
being told that one by holding it endangered his life : 
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de daily uſed that expreſſion, What do you take 


- 
ES, 


me for a ckangeling, that I am known to be a man 


_ "of fo much learning and knowledge.” The 1 


a <<. 


ſtrates of Oſtia, petitioning him for ſome favour, 
cried out, He knew no reaſon he had to oblige 
them, and that if any man was at his liberty to do 
what he pleaſed, lie thought himſelf to be the perſon, 
He was a great glutton, and one day went off the 
dench of juſtice upon the hot ſcent of a good dinner, 


6 that was preparin for the Salian prieſts in their temple z 
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and ſat down and eat with them, which he did to ex- 
. ceſs, and drank largely: he flept very little in his bed, 


but would often take a nap upon the tribunal as he 
- was hearing cauſes, ſo that the advocates uſed to fall 


2 ing to awake him: he was profuiely laſcivious in 
| | pleaſures, but had no inclination to the 
ther ſex : he was immoderately addicted to playing 
At dice, his chariots being ſo contrived as not to hi:1- 


KY der, his ſport when he travelled upon the road: he 


4 


was careful to prevent fire and famine, and when the 
Amilian ſtruftuges were in a flame he fat up two 
bee cheſts of money into the 
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Freets, which he diſtributed among the people . 
courage them to work hard in quenching it: he was 
one day at the forum, reviled at, and pelted by the 
rabble with mouldy cruſts of bread, ſo that he had 
much ado to eſcape with his life; which made hing 
very careful afterwards to furnith the city with bread 
and other proviſions. 

He married three wives, Ulgularilla, Pelinay, a 
Meiſalina, his couſin german, whom, for her n th 
ons debaucheries and proftitutions, and that ſhe was 
married already to Silius, he put to death; yet ſuck 
was his ſtupidity or forgetfulneſs, chat fome ſew hours 
after he aſked the waiters, why his miſtreſs did not 
come to dinner. He had by her a ſon whom he cal- 
led Britannicus, and a daughter named Octavia; by 
Urgularilla he had Druſus and Claudia, and by Pe- 
lina, Antonia. Druſus was choaked by a pear, which 
toſſing in the air, he gaping to catch it again, it fell 
ſo directly into his throat that it. choaked him. He 
was jealous that his daughter Claudia was by 
his bond-man, and cauſed — to be ſtrĩipped ſtark naked, 
and laid at her mother's door. Octavia he efponied 
to Nero, his ſon-in- and ſucceſſor, whom he a- 
d into his family, when his own ſon was of age. 

e was of à cruel and bloody diſpoſition, which lie 
made appear upon all occaſions : he was earneitly de- 
firous to ſee an execution, more marjorumy, after the 
manner of the ancients ; which was pegfagned by 
faſtening the criminal by the neck in a ftuked ſtake 


naked, and whipt about * ſtrects till he died; and 


ſent for an executioner from Rome to pexform the 


Tame. In a ſhow of prize-fighting, if any of the 


ſword-men chanced to fall down, he ordered them te 


be knocked on the head: he delighted much to lee 
poor wretches expoſcd to wild beaſts, that he m 

. obſerve their countenances as r he 

put to death A ref Deus Silvanus, and the two Julia's, the 


Druſus, and the other of Germanicus, 
to make any defence ; as alſs 


ghter's huſband, and L. Wd... 


one daugh 
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was marriedzto the younger: he ſigned 2 
warrant for the execution of thirty ſenators, and above 
_ three hundred Roman knights ; with ſuch careleiſneſs 

and precipitancy, that when the centurion brought 
bim word, that his commands were obeyed by the 
death of them, he denied that he gave out any ſuch 
erder; however, ſince it was done, he approved of 
che fact. To 
He ſo dreaded conſpiracies, that he was ſometimes 
reſolved to reſign the imperial dignity, A certain 
perſon being apprehended near his perſon, as he was 
deus to ſacrifice ; he preſently, by a public crier, 
moned m aſſembly of the ſenate, and with tears 
3 in his eyes, and lamentable complaints, bemoaned his 
pPreſent condition, as not knowing how to ſecure him- 
- (elf from danger, and for ſome time after durſt not 
- Appear in the public. And it is thought his reſent- 
ment of the daily aſſronts, of Meſſalina and her noto- 
ious lewdneſs, and ſor fear ſhe thould advance Silius 
der adulterer, (though ſhe pretended to be · married 
to im by Claudius“ s conſent) to the throne, made him 
8 ſhamefully from che camp, enquiring of all 
de met, whether he was by or or no: and no in- 
bormer was fo inconſiderable but if he accuſed any 
urn of deſigning to kill him, he would ſecure him- 
alk dy the murder of the ſuſpected perſon, though 
E the canſe was never ſo light : he declared upon u thie- 
mh death of Meſſalina, x "May unce he had ſuch ill- luck 
1 in marriage, he would continue a widower, freely for- 
ving his guards, to wbon he poke, though they 
ould kill him if he did not perievere in that reſolu- 
tion. Yet ſoon after che carelles und allurements bf 
* Agrippina his brother G-rmanicus's daughter he 
- Jaburned ſome ſenators to move, that he might be 
cConſtrained to marry her, as the. only means ta ſe- 
k Ae che public-tranquili. yy though i: was b CONZazy, to 
- the Roman laws. 
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erer dhe end of his r:ign he ſgemed to repent: ob 
- "this marriage. For having cc a wrman one 
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ways his misfortune to be fettered in unchaſte 
lock, which there was no ſuperior above himſelf to 
paniſh : he concealed not his fooliſtimeſs. but declar- 
ed in certain ſhort orations, that he counterfeited him- 
ſelf a fool in the days of Caligula, "otherwiſe he could 
never have obtained the imperial dignity. | He never 
came to any great feaſt, but he was ſurrounded and 
waited on by his ds, with their ſwords drawn, and 
would have all * ſearched from top to bot- 
tom; and appointed ſome to ſearch the cloaths of 
thoſe that came to ſalute him; yea, the very ladies 
and youths were handled with ſome mdecency ; nor 

, would he ſuffer any gf his courtiers to come near him 
before their Reel wrning-pens were taken from them. 
Camillus the diQator, deſigning to frighten him 


ſent him a letter full of contumelius language and',. 


threats, commanding him to ſurrender the empire, 
and retire to a private lite ; which put him into ſuch 


a conſternation, that he coniulted with his friends _ 
- Whether he ſhould rehgn | Y 


OT NO. - 


He finding himi-lf decaying, made his laſt will an 


- 


teſtament, and. cauicd all the magiitrates to fign it | 


with their lignets. But Agrippina, who was as lewd 


as Metialina, prevented him before he could proceed 


any farther, who being convicted by ſeveral informers 


and her own conicicuce, of many licinous crimes, It 


is agreed by all tut he was made away by poiton, and 


that Agrippina, at a bunquet, knowing he Was à4 lover 
of muſhrooms, piciented him with one more. lovely 


than ordinary, that was poiſoned, for he grew ſPeech⸗ 
0 


leſs as ſoon as he had iu allowed it, and lying in dor- 
ment all night, he diæd the next morning "of 
His death was kept very private till af things were 
' agfeed upon for aſcertaining the ſucceſuon, and co 

medrans were int ſor to act 2 int, to carry. on 
„the Uiſimulation : his luneral was pertforme:! wih all 


"ſolemn. magnriiicence: he lived {ixty-tenr years, nd + 


- peigned fiffezn. The Virgin Mary died in bis re n, 
aged ninety-iour eg. hes 227 
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. Hd cauſed mam innocent; to die. CO # out 
+ He eite up his own mother, to ſurvey tra 
2 Die place wherein, ere he was born, he lay. goc 

| "5 His wives and brethren felt his Bloody land, cha 
=, Ml] being put to death by bis command. | ace 
4 IT And by bis order Rome "was ſet on fire, ceſt 
A while it burnt, le and 
pa fon 
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'NERO CLAUDIUS CESAR, 


SIXTH EMPEROR OF ROME. 
E RO, who ſucceeded Claudius, was born at 
Antium, nine months after the death of Ti- 

berius: his father's name was Domitius, man de- 
teſtable in every part of bis life. When he was young ». 7 
he flew his bend wan for refulin to drink fomved as -24 
he commanded him. In a village on the 
way he purpoſely drove his chariot over a poor 
and killed it; and in the midſt of the 3 


„ out the eye of a Roman for reproving his er- 
travagancies : rod goldſmiths of 1the- | 
| goods which he boughn at ade and; cheite ths; hf 
chariot drivers of prize they had won ; he W 
accuſed in Tiberius rei no reaon cheryl 


ceſt with his ſiſter Lepida, but eſcaped condenindtion, - 
. 8 leaving behind him Nero his 


3 5 ſon, by r "= 
I Many made dreadful upon his TY 4 
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58. THE HISTORY OF THE 
duced to want and poverty, his aunt Lepida relieved 
him, and he was brought up by a dancing: maſter 
and a barber ; but C us reſtored him to his father's 
whole inheritance. = 
7 " In he clxe „er his age he was adopted by 
le Chand ws, though his own ſom Britannicus 
= age, and in his ſeventeenth year. As ſoon as 
the death of Claudius was known he made his pub- 
lie appearance among the guards, and was ſaluted 
| emperor upon the ſteps of the palace, and from thence 
| | Ecarriedim. a litter to the camp, where he was received 
wich great rejoicings, and a ſhort ſpeech hurried 
away tothe ſenate, — vaſt honours and titles con- 
ferred upon him, but lie refuſed-that of tþ Father of 
his Country, in modeſty, by reaſon of his youth, and 
„ eclared that he would govern according to the model 
of Auguſtus ; and being deſired to Jubſeribe a warrant 
- for the execution of a candernned perſon, « What 
* would I give, fays he, that I had never learned to 
E write or read?” And when the ſenate returned him 
3 thanks for. his excellent adminiſtration of the govern- 
+ ment, he made anſwer, © Let, me firſt deſerve it:“ 
3 de Preſented many ſhows, ſtage-plays, and prize- 
3 Achtings, to which he invited old men of conſular dig- 
35 m ladies and matrons. Among o- 
hers there was a Roman knight that rode upon an 
e on a ele ike a b dener. 
das a comedy acted, called the Co 
eat hich was plapoldly fer on fire, and the 
e ere permitted to carry away what houſhold 
ey pleaſed; and thouſands of tickets were 
- thrown among people, which entitled them to a 
erm of preſents, which he freely be- 
upon chem; namely, birds of all forts, corn, 
2 gold, filver, je wels, pictures, fla ves, horſes, 
* and ther tame beaſts; and laſtly, in ſome tickets 
were included ſhips, houſes,” and whale es of land. 
*. theſe methods, and this prod Te vega rE md the 
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that Trajan, afterwards emperor —— | 
princes ever exceeded him m ay op 7 "hinge that 
to a worthy governor : with ious ſhew of piety 
and kindneſs he practiſed his y, luſt, luxury, 
avarice and cruelty by” Ae excuſing — as 
. proceeding from the indiſcretion of his youth, thou 

he ſoon made it appears that they were rather 
vices of nature than of age. 

In the night be ran about to the taverns and cook- 
ſhops, abukng all he met that were abroad late at 
ſupper, wounding ſuch as made reſiſtance, and throw- 
ing them into bog-houſes : he would break open ſhops 
and rifle them, ſelling the, goods in the palace which 
he had plundered : | 19% in theſe breaches and 
quarrels he was in danger of his life ; and being one 
time beaten almoſt to death by a gentleman, whoſe . 
wife he would have taken from him, he was thereby 
. cnred of his nigirt-rambles, At, length he launched 
out into higher extremities ; held on his riotous feaſts 5 
from noon till mid-night, attended with the moſt ſa © 
mous ſtrumpets, and profſigate cheats and ſcoundrels 
of the whole city: he cut off the genitors of „2 5 
young boy, and endeavoured. to transform into 
the nature of a woman, and after married Teelleg - of 
like a bride, and ſettled a dowry upon with 4 
trait of attendants, and all the ceremonies 2 ſumy⸗ $4 
| tuous wedding; upon which one of the wits '6F: 5 5 
times ſaid, that it would have been happy for 
world if Domitius, his father, had wed led ſuch a 

wite : he deflowered one of the veſtal virgins, with . 
many oo and kept a great number of pages, 
with e committed ſodomy : he proſtituted his 
- body in ſuch a vile manner, that there was hardly a2 
member which he dig not defile: he covered himfelf ' © 
over with the ſkin of ſome wild beaſt, and iſſuing out 

vl a cage, flew upon the ſecrets of men and women, who 

and. . Were died to a ſtake, and having gratißed bis mon» 
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4 THE N 9er 
25 ann in their luſts as him- 
3 ſelf, only they were. ſo cunning as to conceal their 
voices; and if any mal conteſſed to him his ob- 
ſcenities, ho would all the reſt of his crimes. 
He cauſed Rome to be ſet -> fire in twelve ſeveral - 
| places, and ſuborned ſeme to ay the fault upon the 
innocent Chriſtians ; whereupon e put many of them 
to death as the auchors of it. The firit heathen pcr- 
ſecution began in the thirteenth year of his reign, who 
made a law to put them all to death. Chriſtians were 
put into wild beaſts ſkins, and tote in pieces with dogs; 
Aaſtened on eroſſes, and burnt in the night to give light 
to the ſhows that he then made to the people: they 
dad pitched coats put upon them, to make them burn 
the clearer: yea, his tyrannous rage was ſo fierce, 
that ſeveral cities lay full of dead bodies of old and 
br , matrons and virgins, expoſed naked in the 
flreets without reverence to ſex or age: his cruelty is 
dy St. Paul compared to that of a lion; for though he 
= was imprisoned by him and delivered, as he writes, 
4 Timothy iv. 17. being in the beginning of his reign 
more gentle and mild, he became a bloody tyrant, 
; > gud their St. Paul was by him put to death. St. Chry- 
- foſtom favs, it was e he converted Nero's but- 
F- ler to Chriſtianity : others fay, that one of his concu- 
- bines, being converted, ſhe refuſed to accompany 
wit bim: 25 though he was ſo wicked, yet Paul 
p B47 mention of ſome ſaints in' his court; Phil. iv. 
2 Euſcbins faith, that he hag, a violent deteſtation 
> of the Chriſtian faith, becauſe of his own bad life; 
for hee ſtill thougnt they cenſured him, he could 
_ büt expect what he knew he deſerv St. Paul 
* - ſuffered in the fourteenth year of his reign, and the 
BY 1 year after the puſſion of Chriſt. In this 
rſecution likewiſe James the Greater, and the Lefs, 
p. Bartholomew, lebe, and * leis 
8 


"os 


ile had a firm belief that there was no enjoyment 
of wealth, but what conſiſted in prodignity and pro- 


nets of gold wire: he never travglled without leis 
2 thouſand 
with filyer, eir drivers, with 4 throng of ne- 
rock, were — with bracelets and ſilver col- 

he uſed to venture ten thouſand crowns upon 


2 day upon Tiridates, king of Armenia: he com- 
mended his uncle Caligula, that in three years time he 
ſquandered away the vaſt treaſure of 
uncle; and at his departure home preſented Tiridates 
with five and twenty hundred thouſand crowns more. 
— the people nor the walls of his 


ch Gree 
* | When I am dead and in my urn, — 
ed he Let earth and fire tog:ther burns 15 
a Aud all the werld to cinders turn. 
rites, 8 | 
+.  _ He replied : 2 
br. Nay, while I hive I would gefre 3 
: To ſee the univerſe on * H 
2 And indeed he made his words good, as far as was - 
8 ig his power; for being offended at the mean builds* 
, : ings and narrow ſtreets of Rome, he ſet fire to it * 
„ || publicly, that ſeveral of his courtiers being taken in 
I the aQ with fire, and wiſps of ſtraw in their po, 
1g the people were forced by his order to diſcharge them. 
Paul This calamity raged fix days and ſeven ni ts ſuc- 
1 th ceſſively, the poor citins being forced to ſhelter - 
is themſelves: among the tombs of the dead. A 
2 _— number of houſes, noble palaces, and glorious tem 
_4 <copifecrated to the memory of the oman viRories | . 
rue Vere laid in aſhes, white he, beholding the dreadful / 
* tion from Mzcena's tower, rejoĩced at the .- 
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fuſion, and acted accordingly. He went a fiſhing with 
1 his mules wereſbod - 7-4 


the caſt of a dye: he yo twenty thonſand crowns 


iberius his 


oy” hearing one repeat the following verle in 
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SS 

3 ere _ 
3 ile theſe deſe and miſeries continued, the | whic 
3 ker de c time carried off thirty thou. ¶ be b 
bh people ; and the Britons maſſacred two of his but 
chief garriſons in that iſland: all which misfortunes || reſol 
', "were attributed — of his government, | bed- 
which with continual execrations and curſes were by prev 
_ the people —_ him. n boar 
Nome he enlarged his houfewith vaſt expence. The funk 
S that 

and contained with three findi 


a full mile in nid, wh with a lake die a fea, thrtonnded 
with builings like ſo many cities; within were fields, 
| vineyards, and woods, with variety of wild and tame 
'. > beaſts, The rooms were overlaid with gold, and 
©. therefore he called it his Golden Houſe. His dining- 
. rooms were round, and in perpetual motion day and 
night like the cœleſtial ſphere; and having Fniſhed it, 
E he ſaid, © That now he ſhould lg hve ſome - 
. N 5 Uke a man.“ w | 
firſt parrigides fed murders he bega: upon 
| 4 *-@laudius, be bei eſſary himſelf, extolled 
1 7 .zathrooms with wi he had been poiſoned, ſaying, 
EY. meat for ods.” Having conſulted the 
pf Apollo, by which he was admoniſhed to be- 
8 f ** ſeventy- third year, as if he was promiied 
— long life and contmued felicity; he now ſet no 
boss to his murders and n though it ap- 
3 5 * that the deceitful oracle bid him have @ care 
Galba; who was ſeventy-three years old, and fuc- 
boy es him in the empire. - His mother ſometimes 
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Tharply reboking him for his enormities, he was ſd en- a * 
. rene to vex and trouble] dion 

3 cn terrified with the threats and an 

El 2 woman'ofan invincible ſpi- Pla 
% 2 olyed upon her deſtruction: his mother | hir 
2 the was with child of him, 2nquiired of the Chal 1 — 
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ruftion told her, that ſhe would have a fon, who would be 
| emperor of Rome, but that he would kill his mother 5 © 
ied, the ¶ which ſhe li „„Let him kill me, faith. he; fo. | 
thou. | he be emperor: he attempted thrice to N 
of his but perceiving ſhe was fortified by antid -be 
ortune || ' reſolved to have thrown dewn the cieling of her 
nment, bed-chambers, and fo. {mother her. That being 
prevented, he with ſeeming fondneſs 88 * 
board, and contrived the ie veſſel ſhould privately 
funk, and drown her, but was almoſt diſtracted 
that ſhe made her eſcape by fwimming. So that 
finding all things had deceived his expectation, bg 
—* ſhe had conſpired to murder him, and in- 
tly commanded her to be killed privately, that ſo 
he might give it out that ſhe ſlew herſelf : he then tan 
.with eager curioſity toe the naked body of his 
mother, and had her ript open that he might vier 
ber womb wherein he had lain, and handled all he. 
limbs, ſaying, He did not think he had had ſo 
+ fair a mother; and drank nn over hies 
murdered parent. | 
- , After this unnatural and bardarous Parracide he, 
vas tormented with the horrors of a e af 
confeſſing he was contigually dis mother's. | 
ſt, and that the furies laſht him with whips, and 
' his ſkin with burning torches, To theſe bloody. 2 
actions he added the murder of his wife Octavia, ans 
was married iu twelve days to Poppta, whom he pe. 
it ap- ¶ tended to doat upon, but ſoon aſter killed „ 
a care kick on dhe belly, þ being big with child. A 
d ſuc-·¶ the daughter of Claudius he put to death, EINE: 
times | | refuſed to marry hin after the death of P oppen; tn 
ſo en- | word, there was not any of his kindre 
ouble | tions, whom his impious inhumanity did not bring to 
and an untimely end : be tapmitred ſodomy with Anlus.. - 
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. tleman, by force, and then cut 
95 „be, Let my mocher go 

G + and kif my ſucceſſor,” | r he was his mo- 

who 3 i e 
3 4.4222 murdering - 
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D murdering all without exception or examination, as | 
- Pleaſed himſelf, faying, © That never any prince un- 
derſtood the extent of his power, or what it was law- 
ful for him to do:“ he forced Seneca, his ſchool-maſ- 
ter, and Burrhus, who adminiſtered the government 
in his youth, to blee. themſelves to death. 
At length all the warld, groaning under his op- 

pre ſſion for above ſoarteen years, began to deſert him. 
Julius Vindex, governor of Gaul (now France) did 
break the ice; and publiſhed ſeveral contumelius edias 
| againſt him. Then Galba, governor of 2 with 

wis army, revolted; — his Heart failing him, 
+ though he pretended bimſelf ab able to revenge their, re- 
bellion, yet + be ſunk down and lay ſpeechleſs as 
” dead; but Feviving, he tore his clothes, thumped his 
* breaſt and head, and at length cried out. The 
world was at an end with him.“ When his nurſe 
Pretended to comfort him, ſaying, © The ſame ae- 
© cidents had befallen other Princes ;'” 4 No, ſaid he, 
4 OT Gora ces flo wins never heard of, that 
A muſt Joſe an empire while I am alive.” In the mean. 
time freſh intelligence came, that the reſt of the armies © 
vVere revolted, and all his guards deſerted him; ſo 
that aboyt mig · night, and finding them wich- 
drawn, pt out of his bed, and ſent ſome of his 
few attendants to call upon. his friends; but receiy- 
anſwer, he went himſelf, and: finding their door 
and that none anſwered,” he returned to his 
| ” chamber, from whence his few 1 ning guards 
were fled, carrying the bed clothes along with them, 
aua his golden box of poiſon to end him, if there 
mona be occaſion ; which put him into ſuch deſpair, 
| © that he ſent for an executioner to diſpatch him; but 
none being to be found, © What, ſaid he, have 1 


neither a 


| * 


4 nor an enemy ;” and ran away 48 if 
. n = 
- — upon rerclledtion he endeavoured to find ſome place 

1 ety, even barefoot as he was, and only in his 
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+ TWELVE CAESARS. © 6 
kis head covered, with a thin handkerchief over Ris 
face, he got on horſeback with only four perſons in 


his company, wherefore Sporus was one; and meet- ' 


ing ſeveral travellers, one ſaid to the other, theſe men 
P him, 
they all five le& their horſes, and by ſeveral ways 

to the houſe of one Phaon, his bond-man. Nero 

ing dry, zook up water out of the next ditch, and 
having ſupped it: This, ſaid he, is Nero's boiled 
water of which he bad uſed to drink ;” and findin 
himfelf hungry, they brought him à piece of 
brown bread, which he refuſed : he ordered a 


ve to be made to avoid the aſſaults and contume - 
of the people when he was dead i weeping all tho 


while, and crying out, What an excellent * 4 


will the world 'be deprived of by my death.” 
ing letters, he 
them ont of his hand, and reading therein, that the 
ſenate had declared him a public enemy, and that, 


ter che manner of ancient times: he aſked what fort 
of puniſhment that was, and being told, that the per- 


fon was ſtript naked, and his neck to be faſtened in a 


' ke 
- 


* 


he ſhould be puniſhed more majorum, af- 


forked engine, and to be whipt through all the ſtreets | 


of Rome till he died. This fo terrified 1 
fnatched up two daggers he brought with hi 
the edges, but ſheathed them again, ſaying © His fa- 


O Nero, to diſpatch thyſelf ; rouſe up thyſelf and take 
courage. And now the horſemen were at hand with 

tive orders, to bring him back to the city alive, 
fit were poflible, whic'y :c rape." with a tremb- 
ling voice uttered a Greek verſe to thi 
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| 6, THE HISTORY OF, THE 
-  —- He then his to his throat, Epaphro- 
_ - ditus his friend aſſiſting his faintirig hand to thruſt it 
dome. He was half dead, when a centurion broke 
, and clapt his coat to the wound, as if to relieve 
dim: to whom he faid, © It is too late, is this 
- © your allegiance?” Ad ſo ſayi ied, hi 
Deng fixed, and ftaring to the terror of thoſe that 
oo Seheld him: he was a contemner of all religions 
Aud Tertullian ſays; If Chriſtianity 


dun excellent thing Nerg would not have ſo hated 
nd dd died in the thirty-ſecond year of his age, and 
| fourteenth of his reign, the very day of 
| i 1 his wife Octavia; and 


As people exceedingly rejoiced at his death. 
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Nero zext — 
Feu Fog his former worthy deeds | , 
_ * But being covetous, defign'd to * | 


' The donative that former 
Die ſoldiers : Upon PR 


- Jute rebellion. and \mutiny. _ _—_ 

avourites grown wealthy to 7 
Fe id ter ee grins op 
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hieb was the occa Ke ous | 
hieb grew atength to feel height, a height, that 
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SULPITIUS GALBA. 


EVENT EMPEROR OF ROME... 


UETONIUS, in the lives of the twelve Czſars, 
writes, that the line ures ene Ne- 
ro, which was forefold by two evident figns. One, , 
that ſome years before, as Livia, preſeatly aſter mar-- 
rage with Auguſtus, was 8 to, her pa- 
hce called Vientanum ; an eag le flying over her | 
let fall Ine her up a-white Be hen with a ſmall 4 70 | 
branch in her bill, in the ſame poſture as the bird 
prey had ſeized. Whereupon ſhe ordered the — coll 
be taken eare of, and that the laurel-branch ſhould be 
ſet in the, ground. From this pullet proceedediſuch” 
Foumerous broods of chickens, that the village is . 
led ad Galinas to this day, of which Pliny males“ 
mention, and faith, it is ſituated on the river Tiber, 40 
nine miles from Rome, in the Flaminian Way, ank 
ſuch a of laurels ſpread from that branch, that i 
the Czfars gathered their wreathes of triumph from. 
jence, and always other laurels in the place 

. en. Furthermore it was obſerv ed. 
a the deathof the ſucceeding re the (ov o 
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which was planted by them withered away; but in 

the laſt y of Nr F, whole grow wie 

and periſhed} and all of the poultry in the village 
pined away and died. 

To Nero ſucceeded Galba, no way related to the 
family of the Cæſars, but a perſon of noble deſcent ; 
ſirnamed Galba, ſay ſome, for burning a town in 
Spain, which had long been beſicged in vain, with fag- 
beſmeared with um, whereby it was taken. 
that for his health he wore certain remedies 

about his wreſts wrapt up in wool in the form of a 
bracelet, called Galbeum. When he was a child he 
lived in the court of Auguſtus, and coming on 2 
| time with the reſt ok his play-fellows to kifs the em- 
* 's hand, he ſtroaked him on the head z © And 
thou my ſon, faid he, ſhalt alſo taſte of our imperial 
commands.“ Tiberius likewiſe foreſaw that he would 
4 come to the empire, though not till he was old, and 
"5 did not put him to death: Let him live, ſays "Jy ſince 
tit nothing concerns us.” While his grand-father was 
1 -  Herificing to his gods, to appeaſe them after a great 
-.-.  tumder, as paths ſnatched c out * his hands the in- 
4 5 and let them fall upon an oak full 
of acorns, which the ſooth-ſayers told him did por- 
tend, that the ſupreme imperial di nity ſhould be veſt- 
ed in his family, though not till very late: the old 
* "man ſmiling, That wi be, ſaith wah when the mule 
bo dee prodigy hap- 
2 mu bringing a foal, which very much 
. Galba in bi attempts upon — 15 
ment, as being a joyful omen, calling to mind the 2 
e fafing of bis grand-father. M4 
Being advanced to the pretorſhip beſore his time, 
1 Floral plays — Flora 
'- a courtelan, who Bring gained a vaſt eſtate by proſ· 
deer her bod, Wage the people of Rows hr hen 
leaving them the uſe of a great ſum of money, for. the 
Ez her birth-day : at that time he griced 
public ſhows with clephants that upon 
Topes, , 
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TWELVE CAESA RS. 7t x 
ut in spes, 2 ſort of ſpectacle hardly ever ſeen before at 
Rome. Being ſubſtituted lord my Germany 
illage in the room of Lentulus Getulicus, who was put te 
. — berauſe he was in favour with the 
o the iers, he hardened them with daily labour and en- 
cent; || arciſe, and having repelled the Barbarians who had 
ra in broken into Galia (now France) he became very po- 
h fag- pular ; and was particularly remarkable, becauſe hav- 
aken. | ing undertaken a field-race with his ſhield upon his 
xeches | ſhoulder, he ran wwenty miles an end by the emperor's 
of a ehariot. 
1d he When he heard of the murder of Caligula, he was 
on 2 | perſuaded by his friends to attempt the <ining the 
e em- ¶ empire; but he, rather chuſing his own and ſecu- 
And JF rity, refuſed to be concerned; which mana 
perial Y was ſo acceptable to Claudius, that he became one of 
vould I this intimate friends: he governed Africa two years, 
, and and quieted all the diſturbances in the provinces z 
ſince | acting with great obſervance both of ſeverity and jus - 
r was i tice, even in ſmall matters. A ſoldier being con- 
victed (when proviſions were very fhort) of ſelling @ a 
buſhel of wheat, which was all his Rock, for an hun- 
dred deniers, when he came to want food he for- 
bad any one to relieve him, and ſo the covetous fellow 1 
was ſtarved to death. Upon a diſpute concerning the 
property of a horſe, the allegations on both ſides he- 
mg equal, he ordered the horſe ſhould be led blind- 
fold to the river where he was uſually watered, and 
then being unblinded, he ſhould belong. to the perion 
whom, he would follow: yet his ſentences were vari- 
ous, and he was ſometimes exceſſive in pungſhing 
offences: he cauſed a bankers hand w he tut of 
nailed to the table for cheating in the table of money, 
and ordered a tutor to be cructhed for poiſoning, his 
pupil, to u hom he was next heir,: A eti = 
. ing he was a citizen of Rome, he commanded him 
the to be hanged on a higher croſs than ordinary. Aſter- 


riced | wards he gave himſelt up ta ſloath and idleneſs, that 
upon ne might avoid the jealouiy of Nero. When he was 
LE employed 
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e; but ſoon after, having news that Nero had killed 


W=== 


* i 


NP 


having intelligence that Nero had ſent the tr 


ſent for from Minorea, whither he had been baniſhed, 


„ auxiliaries to reinforce the veteran army 


Tn 
with heavy impoſitions ; throwing down the walls of Þ 
other-toy-ns for not ſurrendering to him. That he 


F Ka pur 1o-death uad of Nero's weaſurers, togerher | 


_ a by F 4 * 4 
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employed in public affairs, and fitting in judgment at 
New Carthage, news came that bath the Gallia's were 
up it arma, and he received letters from Vindex, then 
governor of theſe provinces, earneſtly importuning 
Aim, te bethink himfelf at length, and appear to be 
captain and revenger of the wrongs and miſeries of 
mankind. 


He was not lon g deliberating about this mains, be. 
fore he reſolved - engage in it, partly through fear, 
urer to 
diſpatch him, and partly in hopes of ſucceſs. And 
aſcending the tribunal, he ordered the ſtatutes of ſeve- 
ral perſons to be brought into court, who had been 
murdered by Nero, ang placed a young lad next his 
own ſeat, who was of noble extraction, whom he had 


being probably the fon of Piſo, a noble ſenator, who 
. having conſpired the death of Nero, was ſlain, and 
is children, with thoſeiof his accomplices, expelled 
the country, and were either poiſcned orifamiſhed to 
death. Galba then in the moſt moving terms de- 
1 the miſeries and deſolations of the times by the 
ty rannical government of Nero, which had ſuch in- 
ffuence upon the ſenate and people of Rome, that they 
inſtantly proclaimed him emperor ; but he would only 
Aaccept-of the title of general, and liſted legions and 
The death 
of Winder happened at this fime, at Which he was ſo 
- Sifinayed: that he was reſolved to take away his own 


3 auzd that all the people had ſworn allegiance 
him he&lafſumed the title of Czlar, and marched 


of his enemies had raiſed a report of his 
covetouſneſs before he arrived at the city. 
oppreſſed ſeveral cities in Spain and Gaul 
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and children: that having reſolved to 


. N 


pers them, and hanged every tenth man: that he 


bud dictarged the German regimens farmery co 
ſervices : that he was ſo coyetous that he wept when 
be ſaw a ſupper provided more ſumptuous than, ordi- 
nary. So Har his arrival was not very acceptable to 
the people, and he obtained the empire with more ap- 


give many proofs of an excellent prince, yet his miſe 
carriages out-weighed them all. He was altogether 
verned by pernicious favourites, who lived 


pelled I offices were. put to ſale, or given to his aſſoci» 
ed to ates : all fines and other emoluments and perquilites 
s de- belonging to the crown were ſwallowed up by them: 

and the people of Rome deinanding that Haiotus and 
ch in- ¶ Tigellinus, the moſt wicked of all: Nero 's emiſſariey 


t they r be put to death; on the, contrary, they * 


only preferred to offices and honours. . 


and Theſe proceedings extremely diſguſted the people of 


death Þ all orders arid degrees, but he was more. eipecially 
vas ſo ¶ bated by the army. For he commiſſioners appoint- 


; own fed for chaj purpoſe hiving promiſed an extraordinary | 


killed Gonative to them wh. n hey ſwore allegiance. to him 
ance | In his abſence ; he ref. ed to make it good, boaſting, 


hire them: which ſtill increated their averſion to him: 


heir rewards for their füchful ſervice 
Gauls and Vindex : fo that they were the-i 


9 their allegiance, declaring chat 
e 


againſt the 


did 


an emperor made in Spain, hut 
& man whom all the armics ſhould approve. Halba 
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for ſoldiers, 


German regiments formerly en- 


plauſe chan be held it: eas he might be ſaid to 


rched || that it was his cuſtom to rait his loldiers, and not to 


he likewiſe defrauded the army in upper Germany of 


opt; chuſe | 


eng, Seo demanding obſtinately their eagles and 
hereypon he ſent his horſe guards to dif- . 


in the palace, and never ſtirred from his elbow, and 
who put him upon ſeveral vile projects ; ſo that all 
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174 THE HISTQRY, OF THE | 
age ald want of jJue ; he, before a full aſſembly of 
obecers and toldiers, adopted Piſo Lucinianus, a noble 
young gencleman, whom he had made heir to his ef 
tate, without mentioning the jeait whrd of a donative; 
which gave opportunicy to M. Salvius Otho to bring 

. abcut his deſign within fix days after the adoption. 
© Remarkable were the prodigies that portened his 
death : a bull deigned to be ſacriũced, being ſcarcd 
with the blow of che ax, breaking kis halter, violently 
ran ag unit his chariot as he was palling by, and rear» 
ing ap his tore-tect; hetnWared the emperor with Lis 
” _'blodd: and as he was alighiing from his chariot, une 
| of the penizoners of his guard, being crouded by the 
multitude, wounded him with his javelin : again, as 
be paſſed through the city to his palace there was an 
„ earthquake, and a great bellowiug in the bowels of 
tte earth; and as he was offering 1acritice, the impe- 
Hilal diadem fell from his head. Betore he was Yain 
2% e rm aſſured bim, that the aſſaſlins 
„Were not far off; and in few hours after he heard 
tat Otho was matter of the camp: and being per- 
% _ ſuaded by his tri o go to the army, and pouibly 
s his preſence and imperial authority he might quiet 
tdem; yet he reſolved to continue in the palace: how- 
ever he put on a corſelet, though he was ſenſible it 
would be a ſmall defence againſt the pcints of ſo 
way words. But being inveigled into the ſtreets, 
by a falſe rumour raiſed by the conſpirators, that. the 
nioters and mutineers were quelled, and the reit con- 
ag in a full body to pay him their wonted homage; 
dd horſemen, who were to perpetrate the murder, 
Fame niding furioully through the throng of the 
ZW E fell upon him and ſtabbed him to the heart, 
be being deſerted by all his followers : Some report, 
chat upon their approach he cried out, © What are 
ou doing fellow tokiiers ? Iam yours, and you are 
„mine: I will give you a large donative.” But it was 
E now too late. As he lay weltering in his blood, a 
dbommog ſpldier coming by, cut off his head and 
ERTIES 3, / „ 
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- TWELVE CAESARS. 735 
11 brought it in the lappet of his coat to Otho, who gave 
y of ¶ jt to the horſe· boys and ſuttlers, they carrying it round 
noble the camp, with many ſcoffs and abuſes. Burt at laſt 
his el. Argius, the treaſurer buried both head and body in 
avcs ' his maſter's garden. ; ' 
bring He was above ſix foot high, very bald, dlue - eyed, | 
on. 'hawk-noſed, his toes and fingers being extremely diſ- 
d his torted by the gout : he was a great glutton, and 
| led for his breakfaſt before day, though he had ſuch 
great ſuppers, that he would order the fragments, 
which were very great to be. given among his meaner 
attendants :; he way a ſodomite, and committed that 
abomination only with old men: he was ſlain in the - 
ſeventys-third year of his age, having reighed only x 
ſeven months. = | | 
He lived in hononrable ſame in the reign of ive an 
emperors, and more happily under theix government 
than when he was advanced te the empire: which he 
obtained with greater favour and Tuthority than he 
managed it when he obtained the ſame: he was neither 
admired nor contemned : he deſcended from the an- 
| - cient nobility : ho neither neglected fame or reputation. 
ibi nor yet was ambitiouſly defirous df it: he was greedy 
quick ef other mens money, very ſparing of his own, and 
- | niggard to his ſoldiers and the common people: he 
ſeemed more than a private man until he was ads 
vanced, and in all mens opinions cdpable of the em- 
- pire,, if he had not been emperor. By the intrignes 
ef Otho he was killed in the market-place, the 5 
diers flying upon him and giving many wounds q and - 
t is reported he held out his neck unto them, and bid 
them ſtrike home if they thought it would be for their 


oquatry's good. · 
eport, "= / | þ x \ a 
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o flay his prince t 4 
* x ero as a brother 
. ſodomy committed with each other. 
. — i 9 | 
blue ff 7 Wor heme ering 

/ ', nd bad be longer lie d. the 5 
Ae tyrant be would have ap u 
\ Sit dreading bir Juccefſor's cruelty, 3 
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SALVIUS OTH, 


EIGHTH EMPEROR OF 0. 


ALBA ie 3 the empire offered is = 
to him, but Otho being ambitious of rulings 
uſed all meahs to compaſs his defign. He was of 4 
noble houſe, but from his cradle inclined to ſenſuality 
and pleaſure; he u ed might walking, and when he 
met with any fecble or drunken man he bm 
Iv pon his gaberdine, and toſſed him into the Air in Aa 
blanket, or his own gown ; for which his father I. 
| Otho uſed to correct him ſeverely : he pretended a 
paſſionate affection for an old deergpit ; who was 
much in favour with Nero, whereby ho at length in- 
ſinuated himſelf into his familiarity, which was aſter- * 
yard abominadle, they committing odomy with each 
other: and Otho kept the higheit place in his friend» - 
ſlip, through the conformity of their humours ; be- 7 
ing el with all his bloody ſecret intrigues, 7 
Ia be very day before Nero defigged to murder his | 
ern mother, he invited them to 2 magn . bf 
> r to throw off all r from bine; and ; * 
28 any A Nn or Poppzs Sabina, 
. wok. + 
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| * THE HISTORY OF THE 
took ber from her huſband and ſent her to Otho, whe 
| pretended to marry her; and at length fell ſo in love 
_ 'with her, that it was.reported he would not deliver 
| Her to the meſſengers ſent by the emperor, but ſhut 
- the doors againſt Nero himſelf, who ſtood, in the 
ſtreet, with prayers and threats, re-demanding the 
lady committed to his care. Whereupon he diſcloſed 
the marriage, and diſpatched Otho to Portugal, where 
he governed that 3 ten n with u mo- 
„ deration. 4-4 

ve But as ſoon a5 an of revenge offered, 
be aſſiſted Galba to attempt new revolutions, not 
wirboat hopes of obtaſying the empire for himſelf, 
be * Ng by. Seleucus, an aſtrologer, who 
1 aſſurance thereof in a ſhort time; and there- 
4 ore he became very obſequious to all men, eſpecially 
the cohorts and lalchery, ſo that they all 3 him 
che only perſon worthy to ſucceed in the government. 
He was in hopes Galba would have no opted him, 
but fanding Piſo rr uh and himſelf neglected, he 
del recourſe to arms : and being vaſtiy in debt, he 
- openly declared, chat it was impc ſſble for him to ſub- 
fit, unleſs it were his good fortune to peg emperor, 
and that it was mdifterent to him whether he fell by 
the lord of his enemies in the Held, or by the peric- 

Ko + Eptjon of his credite xs in the court of juſtice, |, 

+ | Some days defore his death, he bad ſqueezed out 
of one of Galba's fervants twenty-fivethoufand CIGW!:S 
for a ſtewardſhip which he had procured him. With 
His +affittance he began this great -enterprize, and 


the guard, and they engaged ter mate. To all th ſe 
a paid two hundred and fifty crovns'a man, and 
rt miſed twp thouſand five hundred crowns me re, 
4 3 not denþting but to be affifled with greater numbers 
when the preject vipengd ; his deſign was, pteſently 
| after the adoption of Pico to poſſels himſelf of the 
Dag ard wo fall vxon Galba is be r 
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EIMLLVE CAEBARS, 'W 
Ke pale, Baut the cohorts, which mere hen pm 
guard, reſtrained him: they being the very ſame 
— were preſent at che murder of Caligula, and ab 
deſerted Nero, and doubted by this aſſaſſ nation they 
ſhould become odious to the people. So it was — 
bayed by the advice of Scleucus ſix days 7 Rntade 
the Romans had a traditiun whereby they 
to undertake any buſineſs. of i 
gertain days, till the happy hour ſhould 45 4 
for the beginning the deſign in hand. Upon the lucky 
day the conſpirators had notice to be ready in the ſo- 
rum, and to attend Otho under the temple of Saturn 
who went in the morning to pay his reſpects to Gal- 
ba, and according to cuſtom, being received with a 
kiſs, he was alſo admitted 'to be preſent -while the 
em peror ſacrificed, and heard the prediction of the 
ſooth- ſayers: but one of his freed · men bringing him 
word, that the carpenters were cone, which was oy 
ſignal agreed upon, he took his leave, pretending 
was to look upon a houſe that was to be fold, and e 
Dipt away through a back paſſage of the palace to the 
appointed ren4ezvonre. Others reported, that he 
ecounterſeited himſelf ſick of an ague, and deſired the 
noblemen that were preſent to make his excuſe to the 
emperor, if he were enquired ſor, becauſe he _ 
av ay without leave. + 
He then clapt into a cloſe ſedan, and haſtened ts 
the camp ; but the bearers being tired he was ſcreed 
to quit it and run afoot. The ſoldicrs meeting him 


took him upon their ſhoulders, and being carried-into 


the chief quarter ot the camp, ſur rounded with dra 
s ſwords, he was ſaluted empercr with nlighty accla- 
mations, all that met Lim cloung in with his party as 
it they had been accorplices in the contpwacy. Have 
zug ſent ſome of hie Gnar'is ta kill Caihu and Pio, 
he made a plavicble Ice h o gain he hearts; of che 
© ſoldiers, promiſing then, if he wu precen4 to Ne 
8 they luculu chu. at rec to 
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RHE HisTORY or THE with 0 
-allow bim. In the evening, entering the ſenate, fre ; "ont 

, gaye them a brief account of the tranſactions, in- : 
Eating. that be had been harled away from the I Ans, 
Public Reon, and conftrained by violence to accept the er 
of the empire, which however he promiſed to manage. * 
with their conſent and general approbation : he then Won. 


_  haſtened to the palace, and notwithſtanding the flat- 
tering congratulations of ſome of che people, yet 
many of the rabble called him a ſecond Nero. How- 

erer he ſeemed not the lealt pfiended at it. Nay, it 
woas reported, that in ſome of the commiſſions to the 
© =, governors of the provinces, he added to his own le 
- -  Hrname of Nero: he \likewile permitted his ſtatues 
- - (which had been palled down by the enraged people) 
to be re · ere ded, and reſtored his collectors and other 
officers to all their former places. And the firſt or- 
dier he ſigned was for allowing fifty thouſand crowns 
d finiſh Nero's golden houſe. It was reported, that the 
'- * the night after Galba was murdered, he was beard to _ 
2 after a diſmal manner, and the waiters running 
dio his chamber, found him grovelling uren the 
F  ground at the feet of the bed. ee 
At che fame time the German legions had from 
” - allegiance to Vitellius, whereupon. he propoſed to the 
ſenate to ſend comn . iſſioners to treat-with him, and 
>. - perſuade him to peace; offering him privately at the 
lame time to be his aſſociate in the empire, and to 
- have his daughter in marriage. Fut the ſenate hav- 
N pores a decree,” that a certain quantity cf arms w_ 
&  %aould be tranſported to ſome other place out of the he 
Camp in the N the ſoldiers ſuſpecting treachery. all 105 
ran tumultuouſly to their arms, and withoat a lead- 0 
attend 
Bei; 
{ 


Be er broke into the palace, reſolyin to put the whole 
ſlenate to the ſword ; and ſome of the tribunes oppoſ- 
Ang therm were repulſed, and others ſlain ; and bloody 


in 
Fuug were, ruthed into the ditting-room, here O- 
o-wWas-at ſupper, with fourſdore ſenators, and fome 
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Ef of quality, and perſuaded him to march in- 
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neither would he have N with Galba had hg, - 
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gantly againſt the amy ge: to give them battle +» 
with the firſt gry ſeveral ſkirmiſhes 


pon 
the emperor reſolved to kill himſelf to avoid the / 
cruelty of ignominy wherewith he was apprehenfive 
Vitellus might · treat him. Some eonj pa __ did i $ 
— of ſhame of perſevering an 
ng his ſoverei at he . d of 10 
the fortune of the empire. 


„ having all his ſorces yet entire, and recruits 
marc ing from, Dalmatia and ſeveral other Carew lf 
He abominated civil war to that degree, 
reading the tale of Brutus and Ca d. he —— 


5 
= 6 


not had aſſurance of effecting his deſign without 
war. He was encouraged to a contempt of life by 
the example of a common ſoldier, who hai brought 
news of the army's being defeated, yet fou and 0 * 
would believe him, but upbraided him for a 
and a coward that fled out of the battle : 3 | 
he fell on his ſword at the emperor's feet, who cried . 
out, That he would no more expoſe to fuch 
worghy and well-deſerving perſons for his ſake” He 
then exhorted his brother, and the reſt of bis friends 
to ſhift for themſelves, and embracing and kifimng © - 
them ſent, them away. He wrote letters of conſola- 
tion his filters, and ane to Meſſalina, Nero's widow,, 
whom he intended to marry, recommending to her 
the care of his aſhes, and his memory; and burnt ' 
* leſt they ſhould fall — 1 
eonqueror, dividing his ready } 
g money —_— 


© Being thus prepared to die, but perceivi kis al. 
i apprehend thoſe that dd in „ r. 


12 THE HISTORY-OF THE 
ten, cried he, Led us add one night more to on» iN / © 
fe.” After this he retired into his bed · chamber, 
and having drunk a cup of fair water he took two], 

| daggers, and feeling which was the ſt, laid it 
under his pillow, and then ſhntting the 1, he fell 
| into 2"profound fleep. At break of day, and with} - 
one blow ſtabbed himſelf under the left pap : his tcr- 
25 rant who all L his chamber door, hear- 
> Ing tis Lap m upon him, and he ex- 


in th- thirty-ſeventh year of his age, 
E. pred on reigned only three months : Run a ſpeech - 
” _ , worthyan 


„That it was better one ſhould die 
for many, than manf ſhould die for one: be ſeemed 
to have ſuch for Nero's memory, that many 


ö  dpubted h & he hired lon * ould baye be 
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itellius i» the empire next fuceeds. 

Famous for nothing of his wicked deeds > 

| lutton, who in cabin kept no meaſurt, 

| * therein his Ws delight and cher 5 

Rs 22 too, who publiſh'd 15 entent ' | 

” . . To rule by Nero's form of g overnment, | 

„„ Mud 'faid no ſmell grateful to him could be 
Like the dead . of an enemy 5 

At length be found all bis vile projedts vain, 

| For he. but eight months and five days did reign : 

And then bis death was truly lamentalle, 21 

* n murder d by the /ur ious rabble, 
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AULUS VITELLIUS, 
NINTH EMPEROR OF ROME- | 


ULUS VITELLIUS was the ſon of Lucius: 
kis parents being informed-by the 
that if he aimed at any dignity in the ſlate he would 
come to an untimely death; his father uſed his ut» | 
moſt endeavour, while he was alive, that he ſhould not 
de governor of any province, and his mother b&wailes 
him as a loſt man when ſhe heard the legions had fa» - 
luted him by the title of emperor. During his child»  _ _ 
hood and youth he reſided at Caprea among the ca- 
tamites or ſodomites of Tiberius: ſo that he was pere. 
y branded with the ſirname of Male - proſtitute, 
or He- whore; the beauty of his body was the. 
firſt occaſion of Tiberius-advancing his father. ' + _ 
In his ſucceeding years he was guilty of all many 
i ner of vice, and enjoyed one of the moſt honourable  _ 
offices in the court. He gained a familiarity with _ | 
Caligula for his dexterity in chariot-driving j and 
_ valued by Claudius ſor his {kill in gaming and play» 
ing at dice, and endeared to Nero tor the — 
: tioned qualifications, and particularly, he Neroncaa 
trials of (kill in muſic, wreſiling and horſe- racing. 880 
that by the kind indulgence of thres princes, he was 


_ 


2 
- 


enriched by the many honours they heaped upon him. 
He was made preconſul of Africa, and ſurveyor of 
© the public buildings; and behaving himſelf with ſin- 
- gular-integrity. in that * for two years 2 
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486 THE HISTORY OF THE 
ther. But while he held the city employments he is 
ſaid to have made bold with many of the gifts and 
ornaments of the temple, and to have exchanged o- 
thers, putting pewter and braſs gilt in the room of 
Id and filver, - . hs 
He married Petronia the daughter of a conſular 
perſon, by whom he had a ſon blind of one eye, whom, 
when he was grown up to manhood, he put to death, 
upon pretence that he intended to have murdered him, 
and reported, that out cf remorſe of conſcience he had 
- drunk the cup of poiſon which he had prepared for his 
father. He afterward married Galeria Fundana, a 
pretor's daughter, by whom he had a ſon, who was 
. +. 16 unfortunate, through the ſhortneſs of his «ongue, 
' "that he could not 2 
Vitelkus as ſent by Galba into lower Germany, 
- contrary to the opinion of his friends, but poſlibly 
Galba thought that none were to be feared who 
only minded their bellies, and that a whole province 
Vvould be ſufficient to ſatisfy his voracious appetite; 
And it is certain he was choſen more out of contempt 
than favour. When he was ready to ſet forward on 
” His journey he wanted money to buy him ſuſtenance, 
and was forced to pawn a pendant from his mother's 
dar to defray lis ker ces, His creditors crouded 
about his doors to arreſt him, till he threatened to ac- 
+ euſe them of contumelia, which ſignified in the old 
©, Roman law, the demanding from auother man that 
Which he has not a right to pay, upon the penalty of a 
-  -eonliderable' fine, and to pay the defendant his coſts 
© + When he arrived at the province, the ſoldiers, whe 
| diflited Galba, and were ready for new diſturbances, 
received him with open arms, as a perſon ſent them b 
We 


tze gods, his father having been chree times 
and he a man of au eaſy and prodigal temper. MN 
rr of him he a d by kiſſing every 
- commori-ſoldrer he mety and being complaiſant to the 
me- drivers, carriers, and the meaneſt of the people, 
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- TWELYE CAESARS 3 
ging every man in a morning, whether he had break- 
or no. When he came to the camp he reſtored 
reputation to the infamous, and pardoned the moſt no- 
torious maleſaclors. $0 that within 2 month he was 
burried out of his bed-chamber in his night-gown, and 
being carried about all the adjoining villages with the 
fword of Julius in his hand, he was proclaimed emperor. 
Upon his returu to the prætorium, his houſe was all ia 
a flame by accident, which the ſoldiers judging as an 
unlucky omen, Be of good courage, ſays he, the fire 
ſhines upon us; which was all he ſaid at his cxalta- 
tion. this = legions of the upper province, which 
had before revolted from Galba to the ſenate, having 
declared for him, gave him the ſirname of Germani- 
eus; but he refuſed that of Cæſar, as being a name 
which the cruclties of Nero and his p ors had 
rendered odious to the commonwealth. 8 
After he had tidings of Galba's murder, he divided 


* 


his forces into two bodies; and, hearing of the victory 


of Bebraicum, and of the death of Otho, while he was 


yet in Gallia, he by an edict diſbanded the remainder - 5 


the Prztorian cohorts, as being they who had de- 
Galba and Otho, and flightmg the authority cf 
the ſenate and people, took upon them to create em- 
perors; which was of moſt pernicious example z com- 
manding the tribunes to deliver up their arms. And 
bavisg {ined an hundred and twenty of theſe Præto- 
tian bands, whoſe hands he found, affixed to a paper 
wherein they demanded a reward for the murder 
Galba, he ordered them all tg be publicly executed, 
which gave the 
an excellent prince, though he ſoon made them ſee 
their miſtake. For, marching out of Gallia, he rode 
trough all che cities with triumphal pomp, and croſ- 
kd the rivers in ſumptuous barges trimmed with gar · 
knds, and crouded with tables ipread with all manner 
of coſtly vi without any regard to domeſtic or mi - 
litary diſcipline, and turned the rapines of the ſalgiers ' 
. nnr not contented to be a 
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people, great hopes he would prors 


_  Federgd the 


þ pam ye rv each other, ran away from him; 
=o ——— again, de favoured kim with the 


. $0 luzury and erueky: be always made three meals 3 


1 7 "would appoint where to ſup, and where to debauch e 
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ed where-ever they came, ſet at liberty what faves 
they pleaſed, beating, wounding, and ſometimes 9 
ening death to thoſe that reſiſted. Paſſin 
Gelds where the late battles had been Fob, 2 
fome ſtopt their noſes at the ſtench of the putrĩd — 
eaſts, he upbraided t their nĩceneſs with this bloody de. 
teſtable expreflion, © That the ſmell of a dead enemy 
was 2 ſweet ſavour, but more eſpecially of a dead ci - 
a He entered the city with the note of trum- 
ina rich military gown, trimmed with purple, 
and gold- lace: his retinue following with their 
fwords drawn; and to intimate to the people what ex- 
75 2 he intended to follow in his future government, 
aſſiſted with a numerous afſembly of the publie 
os he offered a funeral facrifice to the ghoſt of 
2 and cauſed a harper to ſing 
in his commendation, wherewith he was er- 
8 after this hopeful beginning he fur · 
ent to the management of Aſia 
teus an enfranchiſed ſlave, and a ſtage-· player, and x 
c hariot- driver. This male proftitpte, or ſodemite, whet 


very young, after his maſter and he had mutually for 


es, and ſuffered him to wear gold 
, 7 05 ap. tos na for a ſlave. 


was addicted to all forts of vices, but chief 


Ray, ſometimes ſour ; all which he could eaſily bear, 
dub ef a habit of readily his ſtomach, be 


every day; and happy was e that entertained him F *cvrted 
de could come off for ten thouſand crowns at one {it- · © 
* ting. To welcome him to the city, his butcher made 

kim a moſt famous ſupper, which, it is reported, con · 
, E ere . 

of fowl, and lie wiſe all the other rarities in | 
| Yet he himſclf exceeded it in the feſtival of his d ca- 
nis of his great platter, which, by reaſon. of its ex · 
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traordinary 8, he called the buckler of Minerva, 
and was valyed, as Pliny relates, at twenty-five thou- 
r Which if it were as bi as that which 


Phidias made at Athens, was twenty - ſix cubits in cir- 
cumference. This platter he filled with an olio, con- 
fiſting of the livers of thornback, the brains of phea- 
fants and peacocks, the ton es of pheenicop baths 
— iniltty gots — for which the bowels of the 
ocean were ranſacked from the Carpathian fea to the 
ftreights of Gibraltar. He was a man of an inſatiable 
and dog-like appetite, and could not forbear from tear- 
ing the victuals from the cook's ſtalls, whether ſteam- 
ing hot, or the leavings of others. Nor was any man 
more cruelly inclined to all ſorts of treachery, whereby 
he uſed to murder the nobility and commons, yea, his 
{chool-fellows and companions. To one he gave with 
his own band poiſon in a cup of cold water, which the 
called for in a fit — fever. As for uſurert, 
eners, or publicans, that demanded any debt of 
im, he put them all to death. A gentleman named 
*Bleſus, coming to kiſs his hand, he commanded him 
to be ſeized and carried to the place of execution, bur 
being preſently recalled, when the ſpectators began do 
applaud his mercy, he cauſed him to be executed be- 
Fore his face, ſaying, © That he had a mind to feed his 
eyes with the ſight of it: and two of his ſons ſabmiſ- 
Bvely interceding for his life, he put them to the ſame 
death. A Roman kright being dragged to execution, 
and crying out Thou art my heir/” ke cauſed him 
to ſhew his will, ahd finding his freed-man to be joint 
*executor with him, he ordered them to be both exe», 
euted together: he commanded all fortune - teller and 
aſtrolgers to depart the city, and if any were accuſed, 
hey were certainly put to death. He was fuſpe&ed to 
de guilty of the death of his mother, forbidding her 
*any nouriſhment when ſhe lay ſick. Others report, 
— but of a deteſtatidn of his preſent proceedings, and 
dread of his unforeſeen calamitics, ſhe ,pogge® of ver - - 
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In the eighth month of his reign, the armies in Ma. 


- fia, Pannonia, Judza, and Syria, ſwore fealty to Veſ- 


paſian. To retain the fidelity of the reſt, he promiſed 
them great benefits and privileges. But the enemy 


preſſing him both by ſea and land, and he being every 


where vanquiſhed or betrayed, he contracted with Fla. 
vius Sabinus, one of Veſpaſian's commanders, to ſe 
cure his life for five and twenty hundred thouand 
crowns ; and ſhewing himſelf upon the Reps of th- 

, before a numerous throng of armed ſoldiers, he 


palace 
Aeclared, he deſired to reſign the empire which he had 
accepted againſt his will; but the multitude oppoſing 
his reſolution he altered his mind, and next morning 


repairing thither in a miſerable habit, he renewed his 
requeſt with tears in his eyes. But the ſoldiers en- 
couraging him, with a promiſe of their utmoſt aſſiſt- 


- ance, he took heart again, and ordered them to fall 


mpon Sabinus and his party, ſuſpecting nothing, and 


: -». drove.them into the capitol, and ſetting fire to the 


temple deſtroyed them all together, while he himſelf 


' aw, both the conflia and the conſuming flames from 
the Tiberian palace, ſumptuouſly feaſting and gorman- 


all the while. But repenting of What he had 
others, he fum- 


dong, and caſting the blame upon 


. moned an aſſembly, where he ſwore himſelf, and cauſ- 


ed his aſſociates to ſwear, that there was nothing more 


\, 
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. facred to them than the public tranquillity, and offered 
©, Is dagger to the firſt conſul, to ſhew that he reſigned 
the empire, and afterwards to.every ſenator in parti- 
cular; but, when nobody would receive it, departed as 


# he intended to have laĩd it up in the temple of Con- 


Ford. The next day he had news by his ſcouts, that 


the enemy advanced ; whereupon he hid himſelf in a 


.-cloſechariot, with none but his cook and his baker, de- 
ſigning to make his eſcape into Campania : But upon 
an uncertain rumour: of peace, he returned to the pa- 
3 lace; where, finding his friends every moment deſert- 
þ - © he girt himſelf with a girdle quilted full of 


the porter's lodge, where h hoy N 


* f 2 
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himſelf up, after he had tied a grea 
door, againſt which he likewile planted his bedſteud. 
By this time the ore-runners of the main-body of 
the army broke inta, the palace, and finding no reſiſ- 
tance, fell to — every cheek and corner. By 
culking hole, who, not 


gr 


them he was hauled out of his { 
knowing him, aſked who he was, and whether he 


knew Vitellius ? He dcined it at firſt, but being at 


length diſcovered, he earneſtly begged that he might 


be ſecured from violence, and brought before Veipa- 


fian, pretending that he could diſcloſe ſomething which 


highly concerned his welfare. But this being denied, 


they bound his hands behind him, and putting a rope + 1 


about his neck, dragged him, with his ga all 
torn, and half-naked, into the market-place, uſing ſcur- 
rilous ge, and abuſive actions towarfl him, all 
along the High ſtreet of the city, pulling his head 
backward by the hair, and holding the point of a 
naked ſword under his chin to make him ſhew his face; 
while others beſmeared him with odour and dirt, 
calling him Fire-brand and Platter-monger : upbraid- 
ing him likewiſe with the defects of his Bay. He was 


very tall, pimple-faced, by reaſon of his drinking, and 


lame of one leg. At length they brought him to the 


Gemonian ſtairs, or common place of execution, where, 
ſtabbing him gently with Lodkins, they tormented him 


to death by degrees, and then dragging him along with 
a hook, they threw his mortiſi 
ver Tiber. Thus died Vitellius, together with his bro- 
ther and his ſon, in the fitty-ſeventh year of his age, 
when he had reigned eight months and three days. 


Tacitus reports, that in this ſhort time he had waſted 


nine hundred millions cf Seſtorces, which amouted ts 


ſeven millions, thirty-one thouſand, two hundred and 
| fifty pounds ſterling: and Joſeph was of the opinion, 
that if he had lived longer, the whole revenues of the 
empire had not been fi 
© Yluctouy. 
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t dog beſore he 
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carcaſe into the ri- 


ient to have maintained his 
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The Romans did their liberties regain : 
Veſpaſian does the ancient rights reſtore, 
Hind makes them glorions as they were beforsy 
De province of Faces he fubdues, 

And executes God's vengeance on the Jews 

. For all their crimes and great impiety s 

Mo did our bleſſed Saviour cruciſy. | 

* And whoſe forefathers wiſh'd the guilt of all 
 Hirinnocent blood on them and theirs might fal, 
© This printe from blood and murder being free, 
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„ your Lords, and ſhall have no other 
4 ge from you.” ö 


5 This meſſage was delivered to Anani the prieſt, any 
Neroꝰs preſent was ſet before him, which was a bull for 
| a burnt-offering,,with a crown of gold upon his head, 
„his horns allo covered with gold, Upon his body was 
2 cloth of purple, adorned with precious j.avels ; 
> | ſome perſons carried before him ten talents of gold, 
and a great number of ſheep followed for a peace - 
; !' offering, But when Eleazer, the ſon of Anani, heard 
br it, he came and turned Nero's preſents out of the 
. temple, ſaying, © We will not prophane and unhal- 
low the ſanctuary of our God with the offerings of 
ftrangers ; for God will not of their burnt-of- 
ferings, nor peace-offerings.” He then ſounded a 
ttrumpet, and with his men attacked the Roman guards 
{ quartered in Jeruſalem, and falling ſuddenly upon 
- _ them, flew many of them that day. He took one of 
* their captains alive, who calling for quarters, he ſwere 
de would not kill him, yet ſoon after commanded him 
t de lain; ſaying, 4 Eren as thy ſword hath made 
7 8 childleſ * ſo * thy _ 3 
| among women.” King Agrippa ſecing this was 
- - extremely troubled, and Nr where · 
At he yas ſo-enraged, that he would certainly have 
” murdered him if he had not made his. eſcape, who, 
together with Caſſius, went to Rome to give an ac- 
__. count'to Nero of his tranſaction. Who thereupon or- 
ned Veipaſian to revenge the Romans on the Jews, 
> demoliſh their walled cities, and deſtroy man, woman, 
dad child, infants, ſucking babes, and old men, and 
* 0 ſpate none alive. | hi 
3 Veſpaſian was executing his commiſſion, he 
” had an account of the death of Nero, and Galba, and 
. Drhbo, who all reigned but 2 ſhort time, and that Vi- 
tellius was imed emperor, who was not only ac - 
counted a fool, but a bloody man, and given to ghut- 
© + tony and drunkenneſs, and upon all accounts unwor- ' 
m of the Roman Spire. This the nobility, who * | 
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with Veſpaſian, 


Rn having an an account of, and being much 
offended, ©* What ſai 


ey, was there never 2 noble» 


man in Rome left to be laced in the empire, hut a 
gluttinous wine-bibber me be choſen? Why did gy 


not rather ele& the mighty Veſpaſian here with us, 4 
wiſe and valiaut commander, who hath conquered 
many cities, and vanquiſhed. many warlike nations? 


How many valiant kings has he ſubdued to the Ro- 
man empire, and how he hath enlarged it far and. 
wide ? And now when the empire ought to have been 


beſtowed upon Veſpaſian, or ſome Perion of like me- 


tits, becauſe it — no ſuch could be ſound among 


them, they have conferred it upon a ſool, and a ſot · 
tiſh drunkard, wherein they have acted very indiſ- 
creetly : but, however, we are reſolved the empire 
of Rome ſhall ſoon have a better emperor, and there 
to God ſay amen.” 

Hererpon the princes and commanders, of the 
who were preſent, unanimuouſly agreed to make v 


paſian emperor, and going all together to bim — 1 


Kid, Thou ſhalt be our head, 3 | 
eth ſuch a one as thyſelf, and thou ſhalt have mi- 
nion over us But Veſpaſian would not be per- 
ſuaded to conſent thereto; however they compelled 
him and ſet 4 crown on his head. He endeavoured 
to pluck it off, declaring he would not. be | 


emperor. - 
Upon which the Roman captains drew their nan. 


and ſaid, Thou ſhalt be emperor, and rei e 
ts, chereſare refuſe it not; "otherwiſe thou x in 


by our {words.” Veſpaſian, finding himſelf 
ey, being afraid of his life, was content to — 


Er to be proclaimed emperor. Then all the army-. : 
S 4 


ſwore allegiance to him as he fat 
a emperor and king of kings. 


then ſent. two 


might come and receive the T 
N army, W 


85 ell upon Viele and das de. = 
 oppolitian. Fe Jpn ie, hn ee 
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dblemen to Rome iS tobe rainy with Chellis, th. | 
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were ei thouſand flain at Cremona and Rome: 
then Veſpaſian half bis army with bim, left 


me ochen Rar with his ſon. Titus to befiege Jeruſalem, 
to: Rome, all the citizens came 


that he was y puniſhed in his ald age fo 
ddl 1 — as if it was either due to bis an- 
eeſt eta, or ever expected by himſelf, Neither would he 
nccept of the authority of a tribune, or the title of 
Father of the till toward his latter end. In 
wo rei — be applies the r 


i 4 8 
F. is che vain, 
; ** 7 ; - o - ws 16 


- made between the Roman knights and ſenators, be · hi 
 »exulo of their dignity. in a quarrel between two off, 


that order, he gave this ſentence, © That it was not 
Lr give ad la to à ſenator firſt ; but i 
g ſenator began, it was civil and lawful for a Ro- 


man to return him as as he brought.” It jd 
 mas-raiely known that ever any innocent perſon v an 

puniſhed during his reign, if he was not dectived b | 

aa" 
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ſerved ſufferings of the guilty. 

Before Veſpaſian was proclaimed emperor in Juda, 
he began to execute the divine vengeance upon the 
Jews for their cruelty, infidelity, and other abomi- 
nations; but particularly for their heinous impiety in 
rat , the Lord of glory, and wiſhing that te 
2 innocent bod might ſall upon them and” + 

eir children, which now after forty years they were 


which was full accompliſhed by his ſon Titus. He 
took ſeveral of their towns and ſtrong cities in the land 
of Edom, and flew ten thouſand of the people lead- 
ing the reſt captive ; and the ſpirit of diviſion being 
ſent among the Jews, they flew each other in 
numbers, ſo that their blood ran abundantly through 
the market p laces and ſtreets, even to the temple of 
Jerulalem, like a great flood which had been cauſed 
by ſhowers of rain, and multitudes periſhed by all 
manner of ways, famine, fire, the ſword, and all the 
other miſeries that could poſſibly happen to mankind, 
Veſpaſian was ſo far from retaining reſentment for 
new or old animaſities and injuries, or from ſeeking re- 
vyenge, that he married the daughter of his enemy 
Vitellius to a perſon of great honour, and gave her a 
dowry accordingly. He endeavoured to reform the 
diforders of martial diſcipline, and when a young gen- 
tleman, perfumed with fragrant ointments, came to 
return him thanks for ſome conſiderable command he 
had beſtowed upon him, he caſt a ſevere look upon 
him, and checking him in a tone of indignation; © I 
had rather, ſaid he, tho hadſt ſtunk of yd” 5 and 
and revoked his commiſſion. In a morning ogg 


perſons to — their bodies, either in a 
nariot, which they did as well for preſerving 
their health as for pleaſure and z and then 
n Wan . 


ſtruction of any man, but wept and bewallad We th> | | 


ſeverely puniſhed for, almoſt to their utter extirpation: 
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all the while. From thence he went to the bath, and 
afterward to dinner, where he was always in a very 
pleaſant humour. He had many concubines, and was 
perſecuted with one particularly, who pretended to be 
ready to die for love of him, and at length yieldigg 
to her embrafs, he gave her four hundred Sefterces 
, © out of his private purſe ; and his ſteward aſking how 
jt ſhould be placed to account? . To Veſpaſian, ſaid he, 
for being beloved.” He was a great encourager of 
arts and ſciences, being the firſt that ſettled penſions 
af two thouſand five hundred crowns a year upon the 
Latin and Greek rhetoricians: he feaſted magnificently 
And frequently that he might help butchers and poul- 
F terers, and gave four hundred crowns in gold to his 
hharpers and muſicians; and every year diſtributed 
great new-ycars gifts to the noblemen and their ladies, 
| which yet could not obliterate the ſcandal of his a- 
tz Tarice. | | 
* This was the only thing that made him obnoxious 
to the cenſures of the people. For he not only rerived 
the taxes which Galba had omitted, but impoſed new 
Auties, and doubled the tributes in ſome provinces ; 
de 8 ſeveral commodities to ſell again, and 
fold all offices to thoſe who wonld give moſt : par- 
Aoning all capital crimes if they had ability to pur- 
chaſe their pardons at his price: his fon Titus re: 
ben him that «.- had invented a tribute upon urine, 
be put to his noſe che money he had received for it, and 
a aſked him whether the ſmell offended him: which he 
& denying, © This money, ſaid he, comes out of piſs :” 
having for ſome time delayed to grant a yainful ſtew- 
_ . ardflup to one of his favourites, who urged that the 
ſ he hegged the office for was as dear to him as 
® his brother; he ſent for the man, and upon paying 
© him the ſum his ſoliciter had agreed for he gave him 
. "pollelhion of his place :. his favourite ſoon after re- 
need his petition, not knowing what had been done, 
Thou wilt do well (ſays the emperor) to find out 
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other brother, for ke whom thou takeſt for thy bro» 
ther is mine,” 
The Alexandrians, an abuſive ſort of people, called 
Flca-flint as lote; as he lived, a nick-name they 
given one of their kings for his notorious parſi- 
mony. Moreover, at his funeral, one Favor, an arch 
mimick, repreſenting his perſon, and, as the cuſtom 
was, imitating his werds and actions when he was 
alive, openly demanded of thoſe that had the manage - 
ment of his funeral, what might be the ex there- 
of, and being anſwered two hundred and fiſty thou- 
. 3 , Cried out, as if it had been Veſ- 

paſian who ſpoke, © Give me but a quarter of tłe 
— and throw my y into the river Tiber iſ 
you pleaſe: he of a middle ſtature, his limbs 
well compacted, but his aſpect not fo graceful, a 
pearing as if he were in 4 (training poſture over the 
cloſe-ſtool ; ſo that one of the wits put a jeſt upon 
him : for the emperor bidding him ſpeak what he bad 
to ſay, © Sir, replied the other, So ſoon as you have 
don eaſing yourſelf.” 

Seme are of opinion, that he was neceſſitated to 


thoſe rapines and extortions by reaſon of the exigenex 


ef the public treaſury, in regard that he epenly de- 
clared in the beginning of his reign, that it was in 
- poſſible for the republic to ſubſiſt without an hundred 
' ſoldiers ; with ſuch ſpeeches as theſe ; „I will expoſe 
. myſelf to all dangers wich you, and go fi. ſt into the 


Feld of battle and retire laſt out of it.” He was 


the only prince in his time that changed for the better; 
itus following his example : he had ſome 
vices, but many virtues : he was very pleaſant and 
facetions. When there appeared a blazing ſtar, which 
- was —_— portended his death ; he replied mer- 


* rily, © That it did not concern him, but the Parthian 


king, for he wears à buſhy head of hair, but I am 


bald.“ Yet he died ſoon after, and it may deter men 


\ 


where having 


1 ee ll flee 
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Being attacked in Campania with ſome light indif- 
poſition, he came to the delightful fields of Reate, 
weakened his inteſtines with the fre- 
quent uſe of cold water, it threw him into a flux and 
fainting fits, yet he would not refrain from public 
— crying out, © It becomes a Roman emperor 
to die ſtanding ;?* and riſing upon his feet, expired in 
the arms of thoſe that ſupported him, in the ſeventy. 


n and the ſecond of his reign: he 
was ſo confident 


: + - childsen, that after ſeveral Cry his 


his own, and the nativity of his 
life were detected, he public! 


m the ſenate, 
him, or no man. 
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SO ſolute and vain © 

®B ; | 1 But growing up, reaſon did him reſtrain. 
Hi many virtues ſhining then ſo bright 
Dat he uad termed, All Mankind's Delight. 
RC n fiſt attackt the F-wiſh nation, *- of the ſ 
-— Mom Titus bronght to utter deſolation. ſeem ju 


Tuns wher young was di 


le bad a foul ſe generous and brave, 
Tat he his gecateſt enemi:s did fave : 
Don thoſe conſpiraters who did contrive, 
Him of his life and empire to deprive. 
Alis government to Rome a blaſing ua, 
Aud bis ſbort reign a lanentable hys. 
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Prirvs VESPASIANUS, 
ELEVENTH EMPEROR OF ROME. 


1TUS, ſirnamed Velpalian, as his ale was, | 
lived not without the public hatred and oblo- - 
quy of the world, while he was a private man, and un- 
der the emperor his father; for being great maſter , 
of the imperial family, never before n 

Roman , he managed that and his other offices, 

whereof he bad ſeveral with tyrannical „ For 
whomſoe ver he ſuſpected, he ſuborned villains to ac- © 
euſe them, and demand them to be puniſhed, and with- 
out more ado, delivered them up to the executioner.. 
Among theſe was Cecinna, of conſular di , whom 
he invited to ſupper ; and yet e're he w got out of 
the room cauſed him to be aſſaſſinated, the danger of 
the caſe almoſt requiring it, he having found a writing | 
under his own hand, containing formed conſpiracy 
of the ſoldiery; which proceedings, though they might 
ſeem jultifiable for pre curing his own ſecurity ; yet it 
may be wondered at, that a man of fo ill a character, 
and under ſo, uni erſai a diſlike ſhould ever arrive at 
the empire. Hi lu tury alſo made him W 
with his gangs of catamites and eunuchs, and his ex- 

eeſſive love to Queen Berenice, to whom he alſo pro- 
miſed marriage. He uſed extortion ĩ in managing his = 
father's affairs, and would frequently take bribes and 
ell juſtice ; ſo that he was generally eſteemed a ſecond 
Nero. Bat this ill report of him turned to his adyan- 


age, ee 4 
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= when he was fonnd to be guilty of no vice, but on the 
* | contrary endowed with the mioſt excellent and noble 
,* virtues. By his complaiſant humour and addreſs, 
Which takes much with the people, or merely by his 
fortune, he was univerſally called The Darling 
and Delight of Mankind. He indeed had extraordi- 
+ © mary accompliſhments both of body and mind: his 
| Apes was beautiful, yet manly and full of majeſty: 
de had a ſingulary memory, and a wit capable of all 
e arts either of peace or war: he way a good fencer, 
and an expert horſeman: he underſtood the Greek and 
Latin tongues ; was 2 good muſician, and an ingeni- 
ous pen; and uſed to ſay, © He could be a noble 
ſorger of mens hands. He was left by his father, when 
be went to Rome to be inſtalled emperor, with half his 
army in Judea, to perfect the conqueſt of Jeruſalem, 
- And that province. And God made him a terrible 
IF . to the Jews who renounced the bleſſed Jes v; 
© andpreferred Cæſar. And that prophecy of his, that 
2 ſtone ſhould not be left upon a ſtone, was fulfilled 
. Forty years after his — and likewiſe the dęſtruc - 
of Jeruſalem; and the tribulation that th Jews 
— ar that lege. It is very obſerveable that 
tze Romans broke into the city at Cedron, where they 
took Jtsvus to crucify him; and on the ſame feaſt day 
« whereon Cuxis r Was taken and whipped, Veſpaſian 
_ , whipped the Jews, and fold twenty of them for a pen- 

ny, as they ſold Cuatsr for thirty pence. 

Z In the firſt years of the reign of Veſpaſian, Titus 
muſtered his army in the plains of Czſarea, which 
; ſeemed almoſt to cover the earth, and approached the 
** _ of Jeruſalem, he raiſed a mount, and with his 
rams made a breach in it, and entered the 
_— in ninety-three days time encompaſſed it with 
2 wall, ſo that none could go in or out, which 
* a*ſhort time occaſioned ſuch a, dreadful famine, 
that the people cat old ſhoes, leather, old hay, and 
the dung of beaſts. The peſtilence likewiſe raged a · 


. 


| periſhed 


_ . oy eleven . thouſand people 
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periſhed in thirty-three months time; fix thouſand wers 
burnt in a porch of the temple; twothouſand embowel-+ k 
led in one night, and the whole city was plundered, 
burnt, and laid level with the ground; and ninety-ſeven - 
thouſand made ſlaves, and ſo many Jews were cruciſied 
{faith Joſephus) that there remained no more ground to 
t eroſſes, nor any more croſſes to crucify bodies on. 
Titus, and ſome of his captains reſolved to ſave the 1 
temple from being burnt, but could by no means ef- 
ſect it: For, having ſet a guard to preſerve that and 
the ſandtum ſanctorum, the ſeditious Jews fell upon 
them and killed every man; of which he having no- 
tice, brought his whole army thither. At whigh time 
a Roman ſoldier took a flaming fire-brand, get · 
ting up on his fellow ſoldiers, caſt the fire among the 
chambers, whereby the whole temple was ſoon in a 
flame, and the ſancdtum ſanforum, or holies of holies © 
laid open to the view of all, on the ſame day of the | 
month that it was burnt by Nebuchadnezzar. be Ro» 
mans ruſhing into it gave a ſhout, which when 
Titus heard, he haſtened to quench the fire, but it 
too late, being in a flame in ſeveral places: he then 
drew his ſword, killed ſome of his and truck 
ethers till his ſtrength failing him he fellto the ground. 
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e this houſe, take vengeance on the ſeditious, whoſe ':, .- 
miſchievous and heinous deeds have brought this de- I #87 
ſolation upon them.“ which 
Titus then ſet up the Roman idols and images in the he pu 
' temple, and after he had offered ſacrifices, the Roman || <5 © 
_ enſfigns were ſet upon the three ſtones which he left 
ſtanding as monuments to poſterity of the ſtrength 
| and magnificence of this once famous city. After 
which they deſtroyed all with fire and ſword, the city 
and the temple being razed to the foundation, and the 

ground plowed up according to the Roman cuſtom. 
Titus having thus finiſhed this dreadful and difficult 
war, his own army, and the neigbouring nations who 
_  «fiſteiyim, would haye proclaimed him emperor, but 
/ _ herefuled, ſaying, © He was unworthy of ſuch an ho- 
- \mour, for it was not he who was the author and fi- 
nher of that work, but that he had only lent his hands 
to God, who had thus declared his anger againſt the 
Jens.“ He was a valiant ſoldier. ing once to 
vier the enemy, and not te fight, he was diſcovered, 
sand a great number of arrows were ſhot at him, and 
4 * 'thongh he was without armour, yer all paſſed him, 
he reecived not one wound, but making way by 
huis ſword, he cut down many, and made his horſe 
+. grample on them; the Jews ſeeing his valour, encou- 
'_ +. raged one another to attack him, but whitherſoever he 
turned, they inſtantly fled from him. In the laſt aſ- 
Gault of Jeruſalem he flew twelve enemies that de- 
- —- Sendedthe wall, with juſt ſo many arrows ſhot. Pro- 
” >»  bably he woald not have been fo ſevere to his Jewiſh 
- Priſoners, as to cauſe ſo many thouſands of them to be 
_  devqured by lions and other beaſts, but that the heavy tin 
4 curſe of God which boiled againſt that nation, did urge || unually 
huis gentle and cahn nature to bring them to deſtruction. 2 { 
will then deſigned to return to Rome, and the ſol- to him; 
Sers who declared him emperor, endeavouring to de- endeavor 
main him, both by earneſt requeſt and threats, told him tus woul 
. ©. glainly, “ That if he would gt ſtay he muſt take . 
EE e hence Aa jealouſy,” that he ber hoy 
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which was increaſed, becauſe coming to Alexandria, 
be be put on a diadem when he aſſiſted at the ceremo- 
por nies of the god Apis, which, though a conſtant uſ- 


et ge, Jet was wreſted to an evil purpoſe ; having left - 


h his army, he haltened to Italy, and made ition 
1 to Rome) where arriving unexpected by his father, he 


* ſceming to reflect upon thoſe ſcandals that had been 
raiſed « tp him. After this he always ated as a part- 
t 


* ner in the empire and ꝓrotector of it, and triumphed 
* with his father for the conquelt of Judea. His govern- 


but ment was merciful: he never diſmiſſed à petitioner 
hos without hopes; and when his courtiers told him, 
16 that he promiſed more than he could perform, It 
nds is not meet (ſays be) That any man ſhould 
the | {4 out of the preſence of his prince :” he took upon 
to I bim the dignity of chief pontiff or prieſt, which office 
ed. obliged him to keep his hands clean from blood. And 
Te» | therefore when two noblemen of Rome were convicted 
him of treaſon in conſpiring to deprive him of the empire, 
by and conſequently of his life; he did not puniſh them, 

J fs | dut only adviſed them to lay aſide their deſign. Since 
\cou- | be empire was the gift of Providence only. If they 
"97G deſired any thing elſe he promiſed to beſtow it upon 
b af- them, and ſent a letter to comfort the mother of one 
of them, and aſſured her that her ſon was in no dans 

ber : he then took them kindly to ſup with him: but 
ving calculated their nativities, be told them they 
would come to untimely ends, which happened after- 
wards accordingly : his brother Domitian was cony 


\Rion, |J9ured to debauch the ſoldiers from their allegiance 
> to him ; who, hearing his iatrigues were diſcovered, 
endeavoured to make Nis eſcape, but being taken, Ti- 
tas would neither put him to death, nor remove him, 
but continued him to the laſt day of his reign in the 
ame honourable ation, salling bim always his part- 
r and ſueceſſor, beſcechivg Domitian, in 3 


eries out to him. I am come, father, I am come: 


tinually contriving miſchief againſt him, and endea - 
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| 3 with earneſt entreaties and tears, that he would at 
5 | length requite him with the ſame mutual affection: 
due ſaid, He would rather die himſelf than put o- 
-- _  thers to death: he would not hear any accuſation 
* Againſt thoſe who were reported to have ſpoken ill of 
bim, ſaying, © Since I do nothipg worthy of blame, I 
do not value the ſcandals and lies thut are reported of 
me. And therefore he cauſed informers and ſubor- 
ners, who were very numerous at that time, to be 
whipt in the market plate, and after fold for ſlaves, 

or baniſhed them into ſome barren iſland. 
2 A fixe happening in Rome, continued three days 
and nights; and a peſtilence raging in the city at the 
; = fame time, ten thouſand died in a day: the mount 
Veſuvius, near Naples, horribly ſtamed (which Pliny, 
the natural hiſtorian, deſiring to diſcover the reaſon of, 
was ſuffocated with the ſmoak by coming too near it.) 
« Amidſt ſo many great calamities Titus ated the part 
of an indulgent parent, alliting the diſtreſſed with 
© what he — ſpare out of his own treaſury, and re- 
built all the remples, palaces, and houſes that were 
burnt down, and ordered the goods of thoſe that were 
- - killed in the company of Pliny to be applied to the, 
relief of the ſeveral fuffering towns which were ruined 
3 by the eruption of mount Veſuvius. Calling to mind 
due evening, as he ſat at ſupper, that he had done no 
: good to any man that day, he cried out, My friends, 
Have loſt a day.” To pleaſe the people he built an 


_— amphitheatre, and baths hard by it, exhibiting to the 

people pleaſing games and ſhows. Among others, 
_ - the repreſentation of a ſea-fight, which was by letting 
in water, that made the bottom of the theatre a lake, 
4 ſo' large and deep as to admit ſhips manned with 
© flaves, who, to pleaſe the ſpectators, were to imitate a 
 , fea-fight in jeſt, though ſeveral loſt their lives by it. 
Another day he 
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| provided fencers to fight upon the 
ſtagez and in one day five thouſand wild beaſte of ſe- 
verul forts combated one another till they were all de- 
ſttroyed, Thefeafts he nade were handfome not Jump: 
w : — „ £ tuo : 
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tuous: he treated the people upon all occtfions with 
ſo much courteſy, that when he deſigned to give them 
a ſhew of fencers, he proteſted be deſired that it 
ſhould not be ordered by his own fancy, but as the 


people pleated. Aud whereas Tiberius and other em- 


perors declared all ſormer grants and privileges void, 
unleſs they confirmed the lame ; he by one edict ra- 
tified them all, not giving his ſubjects the trouble of 
petitioning. 

This being the ſtate of his affairs, he was ſnatched 
away by death: having finiſhed the games he pre- 
ſented, at the concluſion he wept abundantly before 
all the people, and retired into the country of the Sa- 
bines very melancholy, being much diſturbed at ſome 
prodigies which then happened; and though he was 
the mirror of men, among the heathen, yet he was 
loth to depart out of this world. Going his journey 


in a litter, and being taken with a fever upon the 


road, he pulled back the curtain, and looking up to- 
word Heaven, he ſeemed to complain of Providence, 
ſaying, * That his life was wrongfully taken from him, 
who had been guilty of no action of which he had 


cauſe to repent, excepting one only,” which ſome _ 


3 was his familiarity with his brother's wife : 
ut Domitia denied it with all manner of aſſevera- 
tions, which if true, ſhe would rather have gloricd 
in it, as ſhe uſually did of any kind of lewdneſs + he 
died in the ſenate-houſe, as his father did, after he had 
reigned two years, two months, and twenty days in 
the forty-fifth year of his age: his death occafionce 


an univerſal mourning among, all the people, and - 
the ſenators gave him ſuch praiſes and honours at his 
death, ay they never did while he was alive, Some 
authors write, that he was poiſoned by his brother 


p 
% 


1 


1 THE 


— 


Domitian 4i; brother did ſucceed, 
Of whom e is recorded one good deed. 
he death of Titus he did oft attempt, 


That fo he might obtain the — 
Who — fo 2 to let him live, 
And his unnat ral treaſons is forgive. 


A vile difſembler, who appear d moſt kind = 


To thoſe, whom yet ts murder he defign'd. 


Hie a ridic lous pleaſure did deviſe, = 
4 Hie aua, to ſpend ſome hours in killing flies. 


confed" rates took away his life, 


At lenggh he grew ſo, that his wife 
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TITUS FLAVIUS DOMITIANUS, 


TWELFTH EMPEROR OF ROME. 


OMITIAN was fo called from his mother Do 
mitilla, Veſpaſian from his father, and Titus 

from his brother; who notwithſtanding his repeated 
attempts to take away his lite, made him his aſſo- 
ciate in the government, and after hiz death was his 
ſucceſſor : he obſerving many of his predeceſſors to 
be hated, ated a ſenator, how he ſhould rule to pre- 
vent the ſame, who only anſwered, © At contrary to 
what they have done.” Yet he governed rather like 


Nero, than his father or brother; in the beginning f | 


his empire he uſed to retire daily to a ſecret place for 
an hour, where he employed hiinſelf in catching af 
flies, and ſtabbing them to death with a bodkh ; 
inſomuch thit when it was enquired, whether any 
body was within with Cæſar, Criipus, one of his cour- 
ters wittily anſwered, “ No, not ſo much as a fly.” 
During the war with Vitellivs, he with his uncle 
Sabinus, and ſome of their ſorecs Hed into the capi- 
tol ; but the enemy breaking in by force, and the 
temple being on fire, he made tis eſcape to a private 
houſe, where be hid himſelf ſo cloſe, that though he 
was purſued with great diligeace, yet they could n 
find him. But after Vitellius was defeated he appegu- 
ed again, and being ſaluted with the title ef Cæſar, 
K 2 ? he 


bl 


ke tions of the veſtal virgins, 
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be took upon him the honour of the city prætor; but 
; uſed his authority with ſo much violence, that he plainly 
” diſcovered what he would prove hereafter : having 
made a familiar trial of the wives of ſeveral perſons, 
| at length he pitched upon Domitia Lougina, taking 
ber away by force from her huſband Elius Lamia: 
- | © Yet afterward, though he had a ſon by her, and had 
”  falutcd her with the title of Auguſtus, he divorced 
her, and pretended ſhe was in love with one Paris a 
tage- player: but in a ſhort time he took her home 


again, alledging he did it at the fmportunate deſire of 


the people. In the adminſtration of the government 


be was at firſt uncertain,” with an equal mixture of 


virtue and- vice, yet the latter prevailed above the 


former; agreeable, as it is ſuppoſed to his natural diſ- 


amen. 

Many noble fabrics that had been burnt he repaired 
at his own cha and among the reſt the capitol. 
In the courts of juſtice he ſeemed at firſt very im- 


partial, and be branded with infamy ſuch judges as 


of - bribery : he reſtrained the fornica- 
and commanded Cornelia 


= the chief of them to be buried alive; and the 


| 3 8 clemeney. He neglected all 


that defiled her to be whipped to Fa in the market- 


place: he ſeemed to — wk all manner of cruelty and 


'blood-ſhed, but did not perſiſt long in the fame courſe 
eral ſciences, al- 


he took order to repair the libraries conſumed 


hh wih fire, ſending as far as Alexandria for copies of 
„books. in which city was the famous library of king 
> . Prolomeus Philadelph and the other Ptolomies, his 


2 containing ſeven hundred thouſand books. 
hen he was mounted to the imperial dignity he 


made his- boaſt in the very ſenate · houſe, that it was 


he who had given the empire both to his father and 


ö N and chat they had but delivered it up to him 
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the frequently puniſhed informers, ſayi - 
„ That the prince who doth not puniſh m- 
aeg, them 5 And yet, on the 
contrary, 


'hators, (of 7 
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contrary, if any man was informed 


other tor any word or deed againſt the government, 


Ft was preſently made high treaſon, and his eſtars 


on conhſcated, and brought into the emperor's troa- 
Ur y. b " 
He was the firſte 


this form, our Lord and God thus commanded ; and 
aſterward it was ordered, that neither in writing nor 
ſpeech he ſhould be named otherwiſe. * He was proud 


like Nero, who raiſed the firſt perſecution againſt the 


innocent Chriſtians ; and he began the ſecond in the 
twelfth year of his reign; raging againſt them be- 
cauſe they would not give the title of Lord to any 
but Cuaisr. In the ſecond perſecution the beloved 


diſciple of Cuxisr, the Evangeliſt St. John, was ba- J 
niſhed into the iſle of Patmos for the word of God: 


where he wrote the revelations z but his ſucceſſor 
Trajan recalled him from baniſhment, with all the ret 


of the Chriitians, who were ſeverally diſperſed ; ani 5 
ſuffered them to enjoy the ſreedom of religion. St. 


John returned from Patmos to Epheſus, a city in Aſia 
the Leſs, where he died four years vfter Traj 


Tacitus puts this difference between Domitian and 
Nero, that the laſt commanded cruel murders tobe 


perpetrated, but the former not only commanded 
them, but beheld their executions with delight; he 


raperor that commanded himſelf ? 
to be called Lord and God, and ſent out his edits in 


- 0 


inſt by - 


ut Hermogenes to death for ſome figurative ipeeches 


in his hiſtory, which he looked upon as reflections on 


himſelf, and crucified his under-writer or amanueniis. - 
A gentleman being preſent at the ſword-fighting, - 
ſhewiug his diſaffection to the gladiator, who was Do- -. * 
- mitian's ſavourite, and ſaying, ** That the other would _ ” 
be too hard for him ;” he cauſed him to be pulled ide 
down from his ſeat, and thrown upon th 9 
torn in pieces by the dogs: he put to death ſereral ſe» 

been couſuls} as f?, = 


the ſtage, to he 
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taken his wife, ſor certaia ſuſpicious jeſts. He flew 
" - Cecinus becauſe he ſolemized the birth-day of his uncle 
Otho the Emperor. Helvedus Priſcus was murdered, 
becauſe ia a prologue to a comedy he had reflected 
upon the divorce of his wife. Flavius Sabinus, one 
of his uncle's ſons, was put to death, becauſe the crier, 
inſtead of proclaiming him conſul to the people, he 
- pronounced emperor. And after his vidory in the 
civil war, having diſcovered the greateſt part of the 
/contrary faction by the confeſſions of the guilty, be 
invented a new rack, and tormented them by putting 
fire to their privy parts, and cutting off the hands of 
others. 
Nor was his cruelty 87 exceſſive and exorbitant, 
but cnnning, unexpected, and b ſurprize. Thus the 
day befo: e he crucified one of his caſh-keepers, he 
ſent for him into his bed- chamber, compelled him to 
fit down by him, diſmiſſed him ſecure and chearful, 
; and ſent him a diſh of meat from his table at ſupper, 
E and next morning put him to death: he cauſed all 
b that were of the line of King David to be ſought out 
| aud cut off, for fear leſt one of that houſe ſhould de- 
prive him of his empire: and that he might abuſe the 
- Patience of men with the more contempt, he never 
5 any capital ſentence againſt a man with- 
of a preamble full of clemency ; vo that there was 
no ſuxer ſign of a fatal ending than a kind and gentle 
beginning! be broaght ſome perſons that were im- 
peached-af treaſon into court; and having given it 
out before, -that he would try that dav how dear he 
Vas to che ſenate ; he eaſily obtained a fentence, that 
ſhould be puniſhed according to the manner of 
= the ancients ; but then, as if he had been terrified with 
the &readfulneſs and inhumanity of being whipt to 
- death through the ſtreets by the common hangman, } ' 
* tothrow off the envy from himſelf, he, like a great 
”  eiffermbler, interceded for the condemned offenders; 
* Aung. « Permit me, conſeript ſathegs, I beſeech you, 
5 * n Oy your and 9 though. I I 
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ſlew | know I ſhall with difficulty obtain it, that you won, 

ncle |} imdulge theſe notorious offenders ſo far, that they may 
red, have the free choice what death they will die: EE 4 
Qed fo doing you will be kind to your own eyes, whick _} 
one will not then be diſturbed with bcholding ſo mi- 

rier, able a ſpectacle, and all men will underſtand chat I 


«. 


„ he was preſent in the ſenate.” 5 1 
the Having exhauſted his treaſury by 3 7 
the buildings, and his exhibitions of public ſhows, and bx 


„ be * advancing the pay of his army, he attempted to 
ting | His military expences by reducing the number of hi 
is of ſoldiers ; but conſidering he {hould thereby ex 
himſelf to the invaſions of the Barbarians, and that 
ant, nevertheleſs he ſhould not be able to cope with all 
the the neceſſities of the empire; he abandoned himſelf 
„ he to all manner of ſpoil and rapine; ſeizing the eſ- 
n to taces of the living and the dead, without conſider- 


rful, ing who was the accuſer, or what was the crime ; 
per, and mens inheritances were ſeized if any one would 
| all come in and fay, that the deceaſt in his life time 


out did declare he would make Cæſar his heir. 2 175 
de- the reit, the tribute charged upon the Jews was mot 
e the ſeverely exaQed, not only of thoſe who profeſſed them - 


ever ſelves ſo, and paid for the exerciſe of their religion in 
vith- this city, but they alto that concealed their religiog to 

was avoid the impoiition ; and I remember, ſaith my att 
entle thor, in my youth, I ſaw an old man fſearchediin a 
im- | public aſſembly of people to diſcover whether he was 
en it circumeiſed or not. Th Wh” 
r he By reaſon of theſe and other inhumanities he be- 


that came odious and hateful to all men, and fell at length © 3 
er of | by the conſpirucies of his moit intimate friends a 
with 'bondmen, with whom his wife was likewiſe engages A 
pt to He had a long time a deep apprehenſion of the f 
| year, lay, nay the very manner and hour of his 
zreat | death ; for the Chaldeans had foretold all theſe thmgs © 
lers; in his youth. For this reaſon he was always fear! 
you, | and avrious, _— leaſt ſuſpicion made him to at 
 exorbitantly, The tire cf bis ſuſpected dauger Graw- .; | 
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_ ag nigh, he was every day more perplexed than an- 
1 er: he canſed all the walls of his galleries to be 
Be Viued with the ſtone Phegitis, by the reſſection of which 
De could ſee what was done behind. Nor would he 
1 | rot anyEriminal to come before him alone, nor hear 
| eir pleas except they came chathed or  manacled. 
And to deter his ſervants from murdering their maſ- 
ter, he condemned his ſecretary Epaphroditus to 
death, becauſe when Nero was forfiken by all the 
1 world, he was ſaid to have affiſted him with his hand 
do cut his own throat. 
And though Flavius Clemens was his coulin-per- 
man, and that he had publicly defigned his ſons, then 
young, to ſucceed him in the empire; namely, one 
of them, Veſpaſian, and the other Domritjan ; and 
©” though he knew their father was ſo egregiouſiy ſloth- 
ful chat he could not prejudice him; yet of a ſud- 
den, when he was juſt out of his conſulſhĩp, upon the 
7 mol} groundleſs ſuſpicion he put him to death, which 
F. haſtened his ruin. For eight months together i it thun- 
fdlered and lightened continually. The capitcl, with 
dae temple of the Flavian family, the Palatine palace, 
and his. own bed · chamber were fired by lightening. 
Bat nothing appalled him ſo much as the anſwer and 
wi fortune of Aſletario the mathematician. For he, 
© being accuſed; which he did not deny, for what he had 
E ' publiſhed concerning his death, was aſked by Domitian 
What deſtiny he thought attended himſelf, to which 
be anſwered,'* He ſhohld be torn in pieces 'by dogs.” 
> He chen catifed him inſtantly to be put to death, and 
do convince the world of the folly of his predi&tior. 
BS > him' to be buried deep in the earth; but z 
, den'tempelt ariſing, the attendants withdrew; and 
q 1 the mean 1 the dogs came and tore the carcaſe 
1 2 ** hearing of which he was very much 
day before he was kil'ed, he ordered 
aft, The day ter he wa morrow, ad- 
ed me t them :” 
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"te moon will beſmear herſelf with bload in Aqua- 


ſhould be flain by five o'clock that evening; by which 
means, Domitian being ſoon after ld, the German 
_ eſcaped, and was by Nerva his ſucceſſor r with 
2a preſent of four hundred Seſterces. 


head, he ſcratched, and, 
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tius, meaning that che moon being then to enter 
into the ſign Aquarius, ſhe would pour forth blood 
inſtead of water, and that ſomething would be perpe- 
trated which would be the diſcourſe of the whole 


world. About midnight he was ſo terrified that he 
leapt ont of his bed; and ſending for a German 
ſoothſayer to give his judgment t the thunder 


and lightening, he foretold of him, that there would 
be an alteration of affairs; whereupon he condemned 
him to death, but reprieved him till he himſelf e- 
caped the danger: he having prediQed, that he \ 


After that, having an uleerated wart upon his fore- 
perceiving the blood to trickle 

down, he cried, * And would'this were all.” Then 
enquiring what o' clock it was, they told him, fix, om 
rpoſe, inſtead of five, which was the hour he moſt © 
aded : upon which, being overjoyed, as if the dan 
ger were paſt, he made haſte to bathe himſelf and 
take care of his health: at that time Parthenius,  : 
chief gentleman of his bed- chamber, took him aſide, v4 — 
comps. he had got a perſon in the chamber wha 
had brought him a new diſcovery of treaſon, the g: 
mination of which was not to he delayed. 2 
which all the compan? being ordered to withdraw, 


* 
* 


he retired into his chamber, and was there immedi» 
- ately flain. | | 


Various are the reports of this affair, for the eon - 
ſpirators were coniidering whether it were belt to at- 
tack him at the bath or at ſupper. r whe 
was ſtewart to Domitilla his mother, and accuſe 
embezzelling great ſums of money, offering Js "m5 
ſiſtance, ns to avoid ſuſpicion, wore his artis in 4 


' ſcarf ſwathed in wool, as if he had been lame, under 
"which he put his * and being admitted into the 
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ge # upon. prete- ce of diſcovering a new plot, 
- while Donftian was reading a paper which he had 
given him, he ſtruck his dagger into his groin, and 
while the emperor was ſtriving to defend himſelf, 
Clodianus and four others all ruſhed in, and with 
even wounds diſpatched him. But a young lad, be- 
longing to the chamber, who was preſent at the mur- 
der gave this farther relation; that as ſoon as Do- 
mitian had received his firſt wound, he command- 
ed him to reach a dagger that lay under his pillow, 
and to call in help ; but the dagger was gone, and 
only the hilt left, and the doors were lockt faſt ; 
that the emperor having long ſtruggled with 'Stepha- 
nus, at laſt got him down on the ground, and endea- 
voured to wreft the dagger out of his hands, and 
'with his fingers all maggled, to put out his eyes, at 
| eng Stephanus getting up, tabbed him to the heart. 
| t is very remai kable, what is reported for a cer- 
* tain truth by ſeveral authors, that Apolonius Tyra- 
nius, a famous magician, being at that very hour 
reading a philoſophical le dure in his ſchools, at Ephe- 
ins, ſome hundred miles irom Rome, ſtopt on a ſud- 
3 den, and cried out, Strike the tyrant, Stephanus, 
„ fſtrike home; and a little after he ſaid, © It is well, 
thou haſt ſtruck. him, thou haſt wounded him, theu 
- haſt killed him.” His body was carried forth by the 
backney bcarers, and burnt by Phillis, his — in a 
> cauntry farm ſhe had, and his aſhes carried privately 
into che temple of the Flayian family, and. mixed 
Wich choſe of Julia, the daughter of Itus. He was 
uin in the forty-fifth year of his ages and the fit- 
1 \ Uenth of his reign. 
e was tall, od well proportioned in all 
=» 8 his 2s ck impatient of labour, and ſeldom 
= in his army 1 in his litter: he was ex- 
aer addicted to = #2 and killed hundreds of 
wild beaſts ; fixed his arrows with ſo much fill in 
— ieir heads at two ſhots that they appeared like we 
rene that bad none: be would make 
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a boy bold up his hand with his « open fingers againſt a 
wall, and ſhot ſo exactly, thet the watts paſt between 
his fingers without hurting him: nes ene; 
dition of princess, 


Mo thought fame” cone rai 2 
Till the aha. which cannot be r#riev'd. 


After he was flain, h. people in general ſhewed 
bat little ſorrow, but the ſoldiers bewailed him, and 
would have given him the title of a God. On the 
oer {ide the ſenate were ſo overjoyed at his fall that 
they reviled him with all kind of contumelius lan- 

ge, commanding his ſtatues and ſhields to be pul- 
A and broken to pieces; and laſtly, making 
a decree, that his titles and coats of arms ſhould 
every where be razed ont, the very memory of his 
ntterly aboliſhed. | 


"IS; 
I 
* - 
- 


